Israel Enters the Promised Land

Joshua 1, 3-5
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Israel Enters the Promised Land - Level 1
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The Story

Afterthe death of Moses the
LORD spoke to Joshua, the man God
chose to become the new leaderof
the children of Israel The Iord said,
"Mosesisdead. Go overthisdJordan
River, you and allthe chidren of
krael to the land which Iam giving
to them. Iwillgive you allthe land
that Ipromised to Moses."

"Twaswith Moses, so Iwilbe
with you. Iwilnotleave you. Be
stong and ofgood courage, divide
the land among the people asl
promised Abraham, saac and
Jacob. RKeep allthe laws which
Mosescommanded you, that you
wil have success whereveryou go."

"Read and study the Bookof
the Iaw day and night, that you
mayobeyallthatiswritten in it. For
the IORD yourGod is with you
whereveryou go."

Joshua said to the people, "In
three daysyou will cro ss overthis
Jordan River, to go in to live in the
land whic h the IORD yourGod is
giving you."

Joshua and allofthe people
rose eary in the moming and came
to the Jordan and stayed there
three days.

The people were told, "When
you see the Arkofthe Covenant
(that specialbox that wasa

reminderGod was with the people)
and the priests who canyitleave,
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follow them so that you know where
to go in this strange land.”

The IORD told Joshua, "You
shallcommand the prests who cany
the Arkofthe Covenant, saying,
'When you have come to the edge
ofthe waterofthe Jordan Riverand
the prests’ feettouch the water, the
IORD shallmake the waterof the
riverstand asa heap and you shall
stand on dry land in the middle of
the Jordan River."

"Thke twelve men, one from
each ofthe tnbesoflrael have
each take a stone from the middle
ofthe Jordan and cany it to the
otherside."

The people set out from their
camp to crossoverthe Jordan, with
the prestsin front. Asthe priests’ feet
touched the Jordan, the waters
which came down from upstream
stood stil, and rose in a heap very
faraway. Then the prests who held
the Artkofthe Covenantofthe LORD
stood stillon dry ground in the
middle ofthe Jordan Riverand all
Israelcrossed overon dry ground,
untilallthe people had crossed
completely overthe Jordan.

When allthe people had
completely crossed overthe Jordan,
the twelve men chosen from the
people eachcamed a large stone
outofthe middle ofthe Jordan and
tookit to the otherside.
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Joshua told the people why the
IORD wanted twelve stones. “This
wilbe a sign among you when your
chidren askin lateryears,What are
the se stones?' You shalltell your
chidren, Tsraelcrossed overthis
Jordanondry land. The IORD our
God dried up the waters of the
Jordan before usuntilwe had
crossed over, just ike the LORD our
God did to the Red Sea, which He
also dried up before Israeluntilthey
had crossed over. In thisway, all the
peoplesofthe earth may know and
fearthe IORD ourGod forever."

The children of Israeltook the
twelve stonesand laid them on top
ofeach other.

All this while the prie sts who
held the arkstood in the middle of
the Jordan until e verything was

finished thatthe IORD had
commanded.

The IORD said to Joshua,
"Command the priests who bearthe

Arkofthe Covenantto come up
from the Jordan."

When the priests’ feet touched
the dry land, the waters of the
Jordan retumed to theirplace as
before.

The people camped near
Jericho. They ate food from the land
and unleavened bread and dry
grain. Then the manna stopped and
the chidren of sraelno longerhad
manna, butthey ate the food of the
land of Canaan.

When allthe kings ofthe land
heard thatthe ORD had dried up
the watersofthe Jordan forthe
chidren of srael, they were very
afraid.

God was with Joshua and the c hildren of Israel and led the m into the
promised land of Canaan.

God is with us as we travelon this earth and will le ad us into the
promised land of He ave n.

Activity One -Have the chidren colorthe picture onpage 1asfollows.
Have the chidren colorthe Arkofthe Covenantgreen.

Have the chidrencolorthe priests mmbesred.

Have the children colorthe waterofthe Jordan Riverblue.

Have the chidren colorthe dry ground brown.

Old Testament
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ACtiVity T'WO - Have the children cut out and glue the stone shapes on top of each other to make a pile on
the left half. Have them glue the cross to the right half below.

The stones reminded the people Je sus’s cross reminds us
of God’s help crossing the Jesus died to take away
Jordan River our sins
Glue the stonesona pil here. Glue the crosshere.
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Ac tivity Thre e - Read the Bible Passagesbelow then Xo ffthe thingsthat make us
afraid and Circle the thingsfrom God thatgive uscourage.

Passages

Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and ofgood Romans 8:31- ¥God is forus, who
courage. canbe against us?

Hymn-TH#292v.1,9

Iord Jesus Chrst, with usabide, Oh, grantthatin Thy holy Word
Forrmound usfallsthe eventide; We here maylive and die,dearlond;
Norlet Thy Word, that he av’nly light, And when ourjoumey endeth here,
Forusbe everveiled in night. Receive usinto glory there.
Prayer

Deardesus, Todaywe leamed abouthow importantitisto listen to YourWord. Help usto
be strong and ofgood courage. Give usfaithfulleadersand help usto ememberwith
thanksallYou have done forusin making usone of Yourdearchildren. We ask thisin Je sus’
name.Amen.
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Coloring Activity - Have the children colorthe picture on page 1 asfollows.
Have the chidren colorthe arkofthe covenant green.

Have the children colorthe priests robesred.

Have the children colorthe waterofthe Jordan Riverblue.

Have the chidren colorthe dry ground brown.

The Story

Afterthe death of Mo ses the
IORD spoke to Joshua, the man God
chose to become the new leaderof
the Children ofIsrael The Iord said,
"Mosesisdead. Go overthisJordan
River, you and allthe Chidren of
Irael, to the land which Iam giving
to them. Iwil give you allthe land
that Ipromised to Mo ses.

"Twas with Moses, so Iwillbe
with you. Iwilnotleave you. Be
stong and ofgood courage, divide
the land among the people asl
promised Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.Keep allthe laws which
Mosescommanded you, that you
willhave success whereveryou go.

"Read and study the Bookof
the Iaw day and night, that you
mayobeyallthatiswntten in it. For
the IORD yourGod is with you
whereveryougo."

Joshua said to the people, "In
three daysyou will c 1o ss overthis
Jordan River, to go in to live in the
land which the IORD yourGod is
giving you."

Joshua and allofthe people
rose eary in the moming and came
to the Jordan and stayed there
three days.
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The people were told, "When
you see the arkofthe covenant
(that specialbox that wasa
reminderthat God was with the
peopl) and the priests who cany it
leave, follow them so that you know
where to go in this strange land.”

The IORD told Joshua, "You
shallcommand the prests who camny
the ark ofthe covenant, saying,
'When you have come to the edge
ofthe waterofthe Jordan Riverand
the priests’ feet touch the water, the
LORD shallmake the waterof the
rniverstand asa heap and you shall
stand on dry land in the middle of
the Jordan River."

"Take twelve men, one from
eachofthe tnbesoflrael have
each take a stone from the middle
ofthe Jordan and camny it to the
otherside."

The people set out from their
camp to crossoverthe Jordan, with
the prestsin front. Asthe prests’ feet
touched the Jordan, the waters
which came down from upstream
stood stilland rose in a heap very far
away. Then the prests who held the
arkofthe covenantofthe LORD,
stood stillon dry ground in the
middle ofthe Jordan Riverand all
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Israelcrossed overon dry ground,
untilallthe people had crossed
completely overthe Jordan.

When allthe people had
completely crossed overthe Jordan,
the twelve men chosen from the
people eachcamed a large stone
on theirshoulderout ofthe middle of
the Jordan and tookit to the other
side.

Joshua told the people why the
IORD wanted twelve stones. “This will
be a sign among you when your
chidren askin lateryears,What are
the se stones?' You shalltell your
children, Israelcrossed overthis
Jordan on dry land. The IORD your
God dried up the waters of the
Jordan before them untilthey had
crossed over,asthe IORD yourGod
did to the Red Sea, which He dried
up before them untilthey had
crossed over,thatallthe people of
the earth may know and fearthe
IORD yourGod forever."

The chidren of sraeltook the
twelve stonesand laid them on top

ofeach other.

All this while, the pre sts who
held the arkstood in the middle of
the Jordan until e verything was
finished thatthe IORD had
commanded.

The IORD said to Joshua,
"Command the prests who bearthe
arkofthe covenantto come up
from the Jordan."

When the priests’ feettouched
the dry land, the waters of the
Jordan retumed to theirplace as
before.

The people camped near
Jericho. They ate food from the land,
unleavened bread and dry grain.
Then the manna stopped and the
Chidren of sraelno longerhad
manna, but they ate the food of the
land of Canaan.

When allthe kings ofthe land
heard that the IORD had dred up
the watersofthe Jordan forthe
Chidren of krael they were very
afraid.

God was with Joshua and the Children of Israel and led the m into the
promised land of Canaan.

Activity One -Circle the comectword and then find the circled word in the WORD

SEARC H.

1. Who had died atthe beginning of thislesson? Caleb

2. Whom did God choose asthe nextleader? Caleb

Old Testament

Moses dJoshua

Mo ses Joshua
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3. Whatrverdid the people have to cross? Jordan Red Mississippi

4. Who held the arkofthe
covenantin the middle
ofthe nverso the
people could cross?

Jo shua
p rie sts

soldiers

5. Whatdid God no
longersend forthe
people to eat?

rain
food

manna

< P> o I owm O o »
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6. What 12 things did men

pickup and brng out ofthe dry riverbed?

stone s shells fish

Ac tivity TWo - Have the children draw 12 stone shapes,one on top ofthe otherto
make a pile on the left half. Have them draw a crosson the right half.

The Stones Reminded the People of God’s
He lp Crossing the Jordan River

Old Testament

Je sus’ Cross Re minds Us Je sus Died to Take
Away OurSins
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God is with us as we travelon this earth and will le ad us into the
promised land of He ave n.

Ac tivity Thre e - Read the Bible Passagesbelow. Put an Xon the thingsthat make us
afraid. Circle the things from God thatgive uscourage.

lightning & thunder '
Hymnal Kidnappers

Pastor devil

sickness
Christian Teachers

shakes & .
spiders Bible baptism

Passages

Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and ofgood courage.

Romans 8:31b - ¥God isforus, who can be against us?

Hymn-mH#292v.1,9

Iord Jesus Chrst, with usabide, Oh, grant thatin Thy holy Word
Forround usfallthe eventide; We here may live and die,dearlond;
Norlet Thy Word, that heav’nly light And when ourjoumey endeth here,
Forusbe everveiled in night. Receive usinto glory there.
Prayer

Deardesus,

Tday we leamed abouthow importantitisto listen to YourWord. Help usto be strong
and ofgood courage. Give us faithfulleadersand help usto ememberwith thanks all You
have done forusin making usone of Yourdearchildren. We ask thisin Je sus’ name. Amen.
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What are the se priests c anying?

They are in the middle ofthe Jordan River. Why are

they not getting wet?

Whatmiracle wasdone by God and whatreminder

did God’speople have forfuture
generations?
Iet'sread to find out the answes.

Prayer

DearFatherin Heaven,

Tbday we wilhearabout Joshua leading the

Israel Enters the Promised Land
Joshua 1, 3-5

Chidren of kraelwith God’s help. Please be with us
aswe leam about YourWord so that we may then tellothersofthe Good News found in the
Bible and one dayconsiderteaching orpreaching YourWord to others. In Jesus’' name we

pray. Amen.

The Story - Joshua 1, 3-5

Afterthe death of Mosesthe LORD
spoke to Joshua, the man God chose to
become the new leaderofthe Chidren of
Irael The Iord said, "Mosesisdead. Go over
thisJordan River, you and allthe Children of
Ikrael, to the land which Iam giving to them.
Iwillgive you allthe land that Ipromised to
Moses."

"Twas with Moses, so Iwilbe with you.
Iwilnotleave you. Be stong and ofgood
courage, divide the land among the people
asIpromised Abraham, lsaac and Jacob.
Keep allthe laws which Mosescommanded
you, that you wilhave successwherever
yougo."

"Read and study the Bookofthe Iaw
day and night, thatyou mayobey allthatis

God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament
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writte n in it. Forthe IORD yourGod is with
you whereveryou go."

Joshua said to the people, "In three
daysyou willcrossoverthisJordan River, to
go in to live in the land whic h the LORD your
God isgiving you."

Joshua and allofthe people rose
eary in the moming and came to the
Jordan and stayed there three days.

The people were told, "When you see
the arkofthe covenant (that specialbox
that wasa reminderGod was with the
people) and the priests who canyitleave,
follow them so that you know where to go in
this strange land.”

The IORD told Joshua, "You shall
command the priests who cany the arkof
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the covenant, saying, 'When you have
come to the edge ofthe waterofthe
Jordan Riverand the priests’ feet touch the
water, the IORD shallmake the waterof the
riverstand asa heap and you shallstand on
dry land in the middle ofthe Jordan River."

"Thke twelve men, one from each of
the tibesoflsrael have each take a stone
from the middle ofthe Jordan and camny it to
the otherside."

The people setout from theircamp to
crossoverthe Jordan, with the prie stsin
front. Asthe prests’ feet touched the
Jordan, the waters which came down from
upstream stood stil, and rose in a heap very
faraway. Then the priests who held the ark
ofthe covenantofthe IORD stood stillon
dry ground in the middle ofthe Jordan River
and alllsraelcrossed overon dry ground,
untilallthe people had crossed completely
overthe Jordan.

When allthe people had completely
crossed overthe Jordan, the twelve men
from the people,eachcamed a large stone
on theirshoulderout ofthe middle of the
Jordan and tookit out to the otherside.

Joshua told the people why the IORD
wanted twelve stones. “Thiswilbe a sign
among youwhen yourchildren askin later
years,What are these stones?' You shalltell
yourchildren, lsraelcrossed overthisJordan

ondry land. The IORD yourGod dred up
the watersofthe Jordan before them until
they had crossed over, asthe IORD your
God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up
before them untilthey had crossed over,
that allthe people ofthe earth may know
and fearthe IORD yourGod forever."

The children of kraeltook the twelve
stonesand laid them ontop ofeach other.

All this while the prests who held the
ark stood in the middle ofthe Jordan until
everything was finished thatthe LORD had
commanded.

The IORD said to Joshua, "Command
the priests who bearthe arkofthe covenant
to come up from the Jordan."

When the priests’ feettouched the dry
land, the watersofthe Jordan retumed to
theirplace asbefore.

The people camped neardercho.
They ate food from the land and
unleavened bread and dry grain. Then the
manna stopped and the Chidren of krael
no longerhad manna, butthey ate the food
ofthe land of Canaan.

When allthe kingsofthe land heard
that the IORD had dried up the watersof
the Jordan forthe Children of krael, they
were very afraid.

OuterAim - God was with Joshua and the Children of Israeland led
the m into the promised land of Canaan.

Old Testament
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What the Story Tells Us - Circle the comectword and then find the cicled word in the
WORD SEARCH.

Who had died atthe beginning ofthislesson? Caleb Moses Joshua
Whom did God choose asthe nextleader? Caleb Moses Jo shua

Whatriverdid the people have to cross? Jordan Red Mississip pi

Ll

Who held the arkofthe covenantin the middle ofthe riverso the people could cross?
Jo shua p rie sts soldiers

o

Whatdid God no longersend forthe people to eat? rain food manna
6. What 12 things did men pickup and bring out ofthe dry iverbed?
stones  shells fish
7. How did the kingsofthe land feelaboutthe Children ofsrael? brave afraid glad

A I P Q@ M E W
J O R D A N 1
O W I B N R H
S P E X N F M
H U S L A G O
U S T O N E S
A V S N J Y E
A F R A I D S

InnerAim - God is with us as we travelon this e arth and will le ad us
into the promised land of He ave n.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Find Joshua 1:6 and write it on the linesbelow. Then make
a list of thingsofwhich you are afraid and a list ofthingsand people God givesusto make
usstrong and ofgood courage.

Joshua 1:6
Thing s that make me afiaid: Who and what God gives me to
make me strong and courageous:
> kidnappers > pastors
> S
> >
> S
> >
> S
S >
Passages

Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and ofgood courage.
Romans 8:31- KGod isforus, who can be against us?
Psalms 1:1-2 - Blessed isthe man who walksnotin the counselofthe ungodly,

norstandsin the path of sinners, norsits in the seat of the sc omful; but his
delightisin the law ofthe IORD, and in Hislaw he meditatesday and night.
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Your Tum - The Children ofkraelwere given a pile of 12 stonesasa memoralorreminder
0fGod’shelp forthem in crossing the Jordan River. Draw a line to match the Christian
symbolwe have and its meaning orreminderto us.

@® Baptism @

@ Father, Son, Holy Spirit @ ‘@é@@‘y

A Q @ Christ’s Suffering @
®God’sWord isa Light @
® Mamiage in Christ @
@ Je sus Christ, the Beginning and End @

TN
000

Hymn -TTH#292v.1,2,8,9

Iord Jesus Chrst, with usabide, A trusty weapon is Thy Word,

Forround usfalls the eventide; Thy Church’sbuckler, shield, and sword.
Norlet Thy Word, that heav’nly light Oh,letusinitspowerconfide

Forusbe everveiled in night. That we may seekno otherguide.

In these lastdaysofsore distress Oh, grant thatin Thy holy Word
Grantus,dearlord, true steadfastness We here may live and die,dearlond;
That pure we keep, till life is spent, And when ourjoumey endeth here,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament. Receive usinto glory there.

Prayer

Deardesus,

Thday we leamed abouthow importantitisto listen to YourWord and to Your
promises. Help usto be strong and courageousin ourfaith life. Give us faithfulleaders such
asMosesand Joshua and help me to considerbecoming a Pastor, Day SchoolTeacheror
Sunday SchoolTeacher. Help usto ememberallYou have done forusso that we can serve
You allourdays. Amen.
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What are these priestscanmying?

They are in the middle ofthe Jordan River. Why

are they not getting wet?
Whatmiracle wasdone by God and what
reminderdid God’speople have for
future generations?
Ilet'sread to find out the answers.

Prayer

DearFatherin Heaven, Today we willhear

aboutdJoshua leading the Children ofIsraelwith

God’shelp. Please be with usaswe leam about YourWord so thatwe may then tellothers

ofthe Good Newsfound in the Bible and one dayconsiderteaching orpreaching YourWord

to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Story - Joshua 1, 3-5

Afterthe death of Mo ses the
servantofthe IORD,itcame to passthat
the LIORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun,
Mo se s' a ssistant, saying: {2} "Mo se s My
servantisdead. Now therefore, arise, go
overthisJordan, youand allthispeople, to
the land which Iam giving to them; the
chidrenoflrael {3} "Every place that the
sole of yourfootwilltread upon Ihave
givenyou, asIsaid to Moses... No man
shallbe able to stand before you allthe
daysofyourlife; asIwaswith Moses, so Iwill
be with you. Iwilnotleave you norforsake
you.

{6} "Be strong and ofgood courage,
forto thispeople youshalldivide asan

God’s Hand in Our Lives
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inheritanc e the land which Iswore to their
fathersto give them. {7} "Only be strong
and verycourageous,thatyoumay
observe to do according to allthe law
which Moses My servantcommanded you;
do notturmn from it to the right hand orto
the left,thatyoumay prosperwherever
yougo. {8} "ThisBookofthe Iaw shallnot
departfrom yourmouth, but you shall
meditate initday and night, thatyoumay
observe to do according to allthatis
writte n in it. Forthen you willmake your
way prosperous, and then you wilhave
good success. {9} "Have Inotcommanded
you? Be strong and ofgood courage;do
notbe afraid, norbe dismayed, forthe
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IORD yourGod is with you whereveryou

go.

{10} Then Joshua commanded the
offcersofthe people, saying, {11} "Pass
through the camp and command the
people,saying, Prepare provisionsfor
yourse lve s, forwithin three days you wil

crossoverthisdJordan, to go in to possess
the land whic h the IORD yourGod is

1

giving you to possess."...

{16} So they answered Joshua,
saying, "Allthat youcommand uswe wil
do,and whereveryou send uswe willgo.
{17} "Justaswe heeded Mosesin allthings,
so we wilheed you. Only the IORD your
God be with you, as He was with Mo ses.
{18} "Whoeverrebelsagainst your
command and doesnotheed yourwords,
in allthatyoucommand him, shallbe put
to death. Only be strong and ofgood
courage."

(Joshua 3) Then Joshua rose eardy in
the moming; and they setoutfrom Acacia
Grove and came to the Jordan, he and all
the children oflsrael, and lodged there
before they crossed over. {2} So it was,
afterthree days, thatthe officerswent
through the camp; {3} and they
commanded the people, saying, "When
you see the arkofthe covenantofthe
LORD yourGod, and the prie sts, the
Ievites, bearing it, then you shallsetout
from yourplace and go afterit. {4} "Yet
there shallbe a space between you and i,
abouttwo thousand cubitsby measure.
Do notcome nearit,thatyou may know
the way by which you must go, foryou
have notpassed thiswaybefore."

{5} And Jo shua said to the people,
"Sanc tify yourse lve s, fortomomow the LTORD

Old Testament

wildo wondersamong you."

{6} Then Joshua spoke to the prie sts,
saying, "Take up the arkofthe covenant
and crossoverbefore the people."So they
tookup the arkofthe covenantand went
before the people.

{7} And the LORD said to Joshua,
"Thisday Iwilbegin to exalt you in the
sightofalllsrael, thatthey may know that,
asIwaswith Moses, so Iwillbe with you. {8}
"You shallcommand the priests who bear
the arkofthe covenant, saying, When you
have come to the edge ofthe waterof
the Jordan, you shallstand in the Jordan."

{9} So Joshua said to the children of
Israel, "Come here, and hearthe wordsof
the IORD yourGod." {10} And Joshua said,
"By this you shallknow that the living God is
among you, and that He will witho ut fail
drive out from before you the Canaanites
and the Hittite sand the Hivite s and the
Pe rizzite s and the Girgashite sand the
Amortesand the Jebusites: {11} "Behold,
the arkofthe covenantofthe Iord ofall
the earth iscrossing overbefore you into
the Jordan. {12} "Now therefore, take for
yourse lvestwelve men from the tribesof
Israel, one man from every tribe. {13} "And
it shallcome to pass,assoon asthe solesof
the feetofthe priests who bearthe arkof
the IORD, the Iord ofallthe earth, shall
restin the watersofthe Jordan, that the
watersofthe Jordan shallbe cut off, the
watersthatcome down from upstream,
and they shallstand asa heap."

{14} So it was, when the people set
out from theircamp to crossoverthe
Jordan, with the priestsbearing the arkof
the covenantbefore the people, {15} and
asthose who bore the arkcame to the

Israel Enters the Promised Land - Level 4



Jordan, and the feetofthe priests who
bore the arkdipped in the edge ofthe
water(forthe Jordan overflows allits
banksduring the whole time ofharve st),
{16} that the waterswhich came down
from upstream stood stil, and rose in a
heap very faraway at Adam, the city that
isbeside Zaretan. So the watersthat went
down into the Sea ofthe Arabah, the Salt
Sea,failed, and were cutoff; and the
people crossed overopposite Jeric ho. {17}
The n the priests who bore the arkofthe
covenantofthe IORD stood firm on dry
ground in the midst ofthe Jordan;and all
kraelcrossed overon dry ground, untilall
the people had crossed completelyover
the Jordan.

(Joshua 4) And itcame to pass,
when allthe people had completely
crossed overthe Jordan, thatthe LORD
spoke to Joshua, saying: {2} "Take for
yourselvestwelve men from the people,
one man from every tribe, {3} "and
command them, saying, "Take for
yourselvestwelve stonesfrom here,outof
the midst ofthe Jordan, from the place
where the priests' feet stood firm. You shall
camnry them overwith you and leave them
in the lodging place where youlodge

"m

to nig ht.

{4} Then Joshua called the twelve
men whom he had appointed from the
childrenoflrael, one man from every trbe;
{5} and Joshua said to them: "Crossover
before the arkofthe IORD yourGod into
the midst of the Jordan,and each one of
you take up a stone on hisshoulder,
according to the numberofthe tribesof
the children oflsrael, {6} "thatthismaybe
a signamong you when yourchidren askin
time to come, saying, 'Whatdo these

Old Testament

stonesmean to you?' {7} "Then you shall
answerthem thatthe watersofthe
Jordan were cutoffbefore the arkofthe
covenantofthe IORD; whenitcrossed
overthe Jordan, the watersofthe Jordan
were cutoff. And these stonesshallbe for
a memornalto the children oflsrael
forever."

{8} And the children ofIsraeldid so,
justasdJoshua commanded, and tookup
twelve stones from the midst ofthe
Jordan, asthe IORD had spoken to
Joshua,according to the numberofthe
tnbesofthe childrenoflsrael and camed
them overwith them to the place where
theylodged, and laid them down there.
{9} The n Jo shua setup twelve stonesin the
midst ofthe Jordan, in the place where
the feetofthe priests who bore the arkof
the covenantstood; and they are there to
thisday.

{10} So the priests who bore the ark
stood in the midst ofthe Jordan until
everything was finished thatthe LIORD had
commanded Joshua to speakto the
people,according to allthat Moseshad
commanded Joshua;and the people
humed and crossed over. {11} Then it
came to pass, when allthe people had
completely crossed over,thatthe arkof
the IORD and the priestscrossed overin
the presence ofthe people...{13} About
forty thousand prepared forwarcrossed
overbefore the IORD forbattle, to the
plainsofdericho.

{14} On thatday the IORD exalted
Joshua in the sightofalllsrael; and they
feared him,asthey had feared Moses, all
the daysof his life.

{15} Then the IORD spoke to Joshua,
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saying, {16} "Command the prie sts who
bearthe arkofthe Testimony to come up
from the Jordan."

{17} Joshua therefore commanded

the prie sts, saying, "Come up from the
Jordan."

{18} And itcame to pass, when the
prie sts who bore the arkofthe covenant
ofthe IORD had come from the midstof
the Jordan, and the solesofthe priests'
feettouched the dry land, thatthe waters
ofthe Jordan retumed to theirplace and
overflowed allitsbanksasbefore.

{19} Now the people came up from
the Jordan on the tenth day ofthe first
month, and theycamped in Gilgalon the
eastborderofderic ho. {20} And those
twelve stoneswhic h they tookout ofthe
Jordan, Joshua setup in Gilgal {21} Then
he spoke to the children oflsrael, saying:
"When yourchildre n ask the irfathe rs in time
to come, saying, Whatare these stones?’
{22} "then you shalllet yourc hildren know,
saying, lsraelcrossed overthisdJordanon
dryland’; {23} "forthe IORD yourGod dried
up the watersofthe Jordanbefore you
untilyou had crossed over, asthe LORD
yourGod did to the Red Sea, which He
dried up before usuntiwe had crossed
over, {24} "thatallthe peoplesofthe earth
may know the hand ofthe LORD, thatitis

mighty, that you may fearthe LORD your
God forever."

(Joshua 5) So it was, when allthe
kingsofthe Amorites who were on the
westside ofthe Jordan, and allthe kingsof
the Canaanites who were by the sea,
heard thatthe IORD had dried up the
watersofthe Jordan from before the
children ofIsraeluntilwe had crossed over,
thattheirheartmelted; and there wasno
spiit in them any longerbecause ofthe
children ofkrael..

{9} Then the IORD said to Joshua,
"Thisday IThave rolled away the reproach
of Egyptfrom you." Therefore the name of
the place iscalled Gilgalto thisday.

{10} Now the childrenoflsrael
camped in Gilgal and keptthe Passover
on the fourteenth day ofthe month at
twilight on the plainsofdJericho. {11} And
they ate ofthe produce ofthe land on the
day afterthe Passover,unleavened bread
and parched grain, on the very same day.
{12} Then the manna ceased on the day
afterthey had eaten the produce ofthe
land; and the children ofkraelno longer
had manna, butthey ate the food ofthe
land ofCanaanthatyear.

Outer Aim - God was with Joshua and the Children of Israel and led
the m into the promised land of Canaan.

Old Testament
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What the Story Tells Us - Fillin the CRO SSWORD PUZZIEwith answers from the Bible Le sson.

ACROSS

1. Who had died atthe beginning of
this le sson?

3. Whatriverdid the people have to 2
¢ 10 SsS?

3
4. The ___ ofthe Covenantwas

camed into the river.

5. What 12 thingsdid men pic kup
and bring outofthe dry riverbed?

7. Whatwasthe name ofthe
specialplace ofthe memomnalof

stone s?

DOWN

1. Whatdid God no longersend for
the people to eat?

2. Who held the atkofthe covenant
in the middle ofthe riverso the

people could cross?

3. Whom did God choose asthe
leaderafter Mo se s?

6. How many stoneswere camed

outofthe niverforthe memonmnal?

8. How did the kingsofthe land feel
aboutthe Chidren ofsrael?

InnerAim - God is with us as we travelon this e arth and will le ad us
into the promised land of He ave n.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Find Joshua 1:6 and write it on the lnesbelow. Then make a
list o fthingsofwhich you are afraid and a listofthingsand people God givesusto make us
stong and ofgood courage.

Joshua 1:6
Things that make me afiaid: Who and what God gives me to
make me strong and courageous:
v kidnappers v pastors
Passages
Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and ofgood Romans 8:31- ¥God is forus, who

courage. canbe against us?
Psalm 1:1-2 - Blessed isthe man who walksnotin the counselofthe ungodly,

norstandsin the path of sinners, norsits in the seat ofthe sc o mful; but his
delightisin the law ofthe IORD, and in Hislaw he meditates day and night.
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Your Tum -'The Chidrenoflraelwere given a pile of 12 stonesasa memornalorreminderof
God’shelp forthem in crossing the Jordan River. Draw a line to match the Christian symbol
we have and itsmeaning orreminderto us.

@ Baptism B {c@%r é%i’
@ Father, Son, Holy Spirit @

& Chrst’s Suffering &
@ God’sWomrd isa Light&

& Mamage in Christ@
@ Jesus Christ, the Beginning and End & ‘

TSN

AlQ2

040

Hymn - TIH#292+v. 1,2, 8, 9

Iord Jesus Christ, with usabide, A trusty weapon isThy Word,

Forround usfallthe eventide; Thy Church’sbucKkler, shield, and sword.
Norlet Thy Word, that heav’nly light Oh,letusinitspowerconfide

Forusbe everveiled in night. That we may seekno otherguide.

In these lastdaysofsore distress Oh, grantthatin Thy holy Word
Grantus,dearlond, true ste adfastness We here maylive and die,dearlond;
Thatpure we keep, till life is spent, And when ourjoumey endeth here,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament. Receive usinto glory there.

Prayer

Deardesus, Tbdaywe leamed abouthow importantitisto listen to YourWord and to Your
promises. Help usto be strong and courageousin ourfaith life. Give usfaithfulleaderssuch as
Mosesand Joshua and help me to considerbecoming a Pastor, Day SchoolTeacheror
Sunday SchoolTeacher. Help usto ememberallYou have done forusso thatwe can serve
You allourdays. Amen.
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|VeS Teacher’s Notes OT Israel Enters the Promised Land

God’s Hand in our L

STORY 6/17/06
Israel Enters the Promised Land - Joshua 1 - 5

TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, as I prepare to tell these lambs purchased with Jesus’ blood about your love,
bless my daily meditation of Your Word. Help me not to be afraid of whatever threatens me.

May I be used as a courageous leader of Your people into their eternal rest. Amen.

OUTER AIM
God Prepares Joshua to Lead His People Into the Promised Land

INNER AIM

Be Strong and Very Courageous

BACKGROUND

The mantle of leadership had passed from Moses to Joshua. The basic character of the people had
not changed. We continue to see God’s love and mercy in contrast to the disobedience of the
Children of Israel. God’s promise of this land to Abraham (Genesis 12) is being fulfilled after 400

years of sojourning in Egypt and 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.

The Lord renewed the commission of Joshua and the promises He had made to Israel. “This is the
land I will give you. I will never leave or forsake you.” Only two things were required. 1) In
loving obedience, the word and commands of God should be very precious to Joshua. 2) In strong
faith he should be very courageous. It must have been a little scary when the people of Israel
promised to follow Joshua just as they had followed Moses.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of Manasseh already possessed their land east of Jordan.
They were reminded especially of their obligation to help the other tribes secure the rest of the
land.

Joshua secretly sent two spies to view the land and Jericho. Jericho stood as the key to the land of
Canaan because of its location and fortress. These spies were sheltered by Rahab, the harlot. (She
is later mentioned with the ancestors of the Savior - Matthew 1). In faith she acknowledged
Jehovah and asked for His protection. Cf. James 2:25; Hebrews 11:31. The spies came back
convinced. “Truly Jehovah has delivered into our hands all the land, for even all the inhabitants

of the country do faint because of us.”

Jehovah assured the people of His protection by repeating the miracle that led them out of Egypt.
This time it was the Jordan River that they crossed in miraculous fashion. The Ark of the
Covenant led the people through on dry land. Remember that Joshua and Caleb were the
onlyones that had seen the crossing of the Red Sea as adults (Joshua 3:7, 10; 5:1).



The rolling back of the waters 1)assured the people that the Lord was with Joshua as He had been with
Moses(Joshua 3:7); 2) assured the people that the Lord was with them and would deliver them from their
enemies (Joshua 3:9-10); and 3) the people who inhabited the land would realize the power of Jehovah and
fear His people (Joshua 4:23-24).

Joshua also set up twelve memorial stones so that the next generation would remember what Jehovah had done
for His people. Again (Joshua 4:6) it would provide an opportunity to explain to the next generation what God

had done by explaining the meaning of this memorial of twelve stones from the bed of the Jordan River.

First it was necessary to renew God’s covenant by the rite of circumcision. At Gilgal (literally = rolled away)
their reproach was rolled away. Then the nation celebrated the Passover. Now that they were in the land

promised to them, the manna ceased.

The Captain (Prince) of the host (army) of Jehovah appeared to Joshua. This was Jesus, the Angel of the Lord,
who had appeared to Moses at the burning bush. Joshua was to bring to completion the task that had been
given to Moses.

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Jesus, today we learn about how important it is to listen to Your Word and to Your promises. Help us to
be strong and courageous in our faith life. Give us faithful leaders such as Moses and Joshua. Help us to
remember all You have done for us so that we can serve You all our days. Amen.

PRESENTATION

Review Israel’s sorry history. The first time the Children of Israel were about to enter the land promised to
Abraham, they were afraid to go in because of the strength of people, who already were in that land. As a
result the Lord God said that they would wander in the desert for forty years. During these forty years an
entire generation would die without being able to enter into the promised land. Of the twelve spies sent into
the land, only Joshua and Caleb said, “God will give us this land.”

Moses had died and now Joshua was about to take over the leadership of these people. God assured Joshua
that the Lord would neither forsake nor leave him. This would be an important time in the history of God’s

people.

Again, they sent out two spies into the land. They were protected by Rahab, a prostitute in the city of Jericho.
She recognized the power of Jehovah and asked the spies to spare her and her family. What is remarkable is
that Rahab, this Gentile woman, would become an ancestor of the promised Messiah.
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Joshua was further strengthened by the appearance of the commander of the Army of the Lord. He was
addressed by Joshua as “my Lord.” Some have thought this “commander” was the archangel Michael. Others
have thought He was the second person of the Trinity, the eternal Word. The point is that “if God be for us,
who can be against us?”

APPLICATIONS

God continues to raise up faithful leaders for the next generation. Discuss with the children the pastors and
teachers, who have served their congregations in the past years. Encourage them to think in terms of their
service by talking about preparing for the teaching or preaching ministry.

The key to success is the study of God’s Word. The Book of the Law refers to the Torah, the first five books
of Moses. We need to meditate upon God’s Word day and night. This meditation includes the reading of the
Bible, thinking about its message, praying about it, and finally applying it to our daily lives.

God uses remarkable and unusual people to serve Him. God includes two women in the list of the ancestors of
Jesus (Matthew1). Rahab is a Gentile and a prostitute, and yet God in His mercy includes her in the ancestors

of Jesus. The other woman is Ruth, the Moabitess, the great-grandmother of David.

It is good to build our own memorial stones. We talk about our history, build our buildings, and talk about
ILC so that the next generation will remember what the Lord has done for us. It is important that the truths of

God’s salvation be passed on to the next generation.

PASSAGES

These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower
Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and of good courage.

Middle any of the above and...
Romans 8:31 - If God be for us, who can be against us?

Upper any of the above and...

Psalms 1:1-2 - Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he
meditates day and night.

HYMN CHOICES
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (TLH #54)
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