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The  Story

Afte r the  d e a th o f Mo se s the

LO RD sp o ke  to  Jo shua , the  ma n G o d

c ho se  to  b e c o me  the  ne w le a d e r o f

the  c hild re n o f Isra e l. The  Lo rd  sa id ,

"Mo se s is d e a d . G o  o ve r this Jo rd a n

Rive r, yo u a nd  a ll the  c hild re n o f

Isra e l, to  the  la nd  whic h I a m g iving

to  the m. I will g ive  yo u a ll the  la nd

tha t I p ro mise d  to  Mo se s."

"I wa s with Mo se s, so  I will b e

with yo u. I will no t le a ve  yo u. Be

stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e , d ivid e

the  la nd  a mo ng  the  p e o p le  a s I

p ro mise d  Ab ra ha m, Isa a c  a nd

Ja c o b . Ke e p  a ll the  la ws whic h

Mo se s c o mma nd e d  yo u, tha t yo u

will ha ve  suc c e ss whe re ve r yo u g o ."

"Re a d  a nd  stud y the  Bo o k o f

the  La w d a y a nd  nig ht, tha t yo u

ma y o b e y a ll tha t is writte n in it. Fo r

the  LO RD yo ur G o d  is with yo u

whe re ve r yo u g o ." 

Jo shua  sa id  to  the  p e o p le , "In

thre e  d a ys yo u will c ro ss o ve r this

Jo rd a n Rive r, to  g o  in to  live  in the

la nd  whic h the  LORD yo ur Go d  is

g iving  yo u." 

Jo shua  a nd  a ll o f the  p e o p le

ro se  e a rly in the  mo rning  a nd  c a me

to  the  Jo rd a n a nd  sta ye d  the re

thre e  d a ys.

The  p e o p le  we re  to ld , "Whe n

yo u se e  the  Ark o f the  C o ve na nt

(tha t sp e c ia l b o x tha t wa s a

re minde r G o d wa s with the  p e o p le )

a nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry it le a ve ,

fo llo w the m so  tha t yo u kno w whe re

to  g o  in this stra ng e  la nd .”  

The  LO RD to ld  Jo shua , "Yo u

sha ll c o mma nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry

the  Ark o f the  C o ve na nt, sa ying ,

'Whe n yo u ha ve  c o me  to  the  e d g e

o f the  wa te r o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd

the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc h the  wa te r, the

LORD sha ll ma ke  the  wa te r o f the

rive r sta nd  a s a  he a p  a nd  yo u sha ll

sta nd  o n d ry la nd  in the  mid d le  o f

the  Jo rd a n Rive r."

 "Ta ke  twe lve  me n, o ne  fro m

e a c h o f the  trib e s o f Isra e l, ha ve

e a c h ta ke  a  sto ne  fro m the  mid d le

o f the  Jo rd a n a nd  c a rry it to  the

o the r sid e ." 

The  p e o p le  se t o ut fro m the ir

c a mp  to  c ro ss o ve r the  Jo rd a n, with

the  p rie sts in fro nt. As the  p rie sts’  fe e t

to uc he d  the  Jo rd a n, the  wa te rs

whic h c a me  d o wn fro m up stre a m

sto o d  still, a nd  ro se  in a  he a p  ve ry

fa r a wa y. The n the  p rie sts who  he ld

the  Ark o f the  C o ve na nt o f the  LO RD

sto o d  still o n d ry g ro und  in the

mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  a ll

Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r o n d ry g ro und ,

until a ll the  p e o p le  ha d  c ro sse d

c o mp le te ly o ve r the  Jo rd a n.

Whe n a ll the  p e o p le  ha d

c o mp le te ly c ro sse d  o ve r the  Jo rd a n,

the  twe lve  me n c ho se n fro m the

p e o p le  e a c h c a rrie d  a  la rg e  sto ne

o ut o f the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n a nd

to o k it to  the  o the r sid e .  
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Jo shua  to ld  the  p e o p le  why the

LORD wa nte d  twe lve  sto ne s. “ This

will b e  a  sig n a mo ng  yo u whe n yo ur

c hild re n a sk in la te r ye a rs,'Wha t a re

the se  sto ne s? ' Yo u sha ll te ll yo ur

c hild re n, 'Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r this

Jo rd a n o n d ry la nd . The  LORD o ur

G o d  d rie d  up  the  wa te rs o f the

Jo rd a n b e fo re  us until we  ha d

c ro sse d  o ve r, just like  the  LO RD o ur

Go d  d id  to  the  Re d  Se a , whic h He

a lso  d rie d  up  b e fo re  Isra e l until the y

ha d  c ro sse d  o ve r. In this wa y, a ll the

p e o p le s o f the  e a rth ma y kno w a nd

fe a r the  LO RD o ur G o d  fo re ve r.'"

The  c hild re n o f Isra e l to o k the

twe lve  sto ne s a nd  la id  the m o n to p

o f e a c h o the r. 

 All this while  the  p rie sts who

he ld  the  a rk sto o d  in the  mid d le  o f

the  Jo rd a n until e ve rything  wa s

 finishe d  tha t the  LO RD ha d

c o mma nd e d . 

The  LORD sa id  to  Jo shua ,  

"Co mma nd  the  p rie sts who  b e a r the

Ark o f the  C o ve na nt to  c o me  up

fro m the  Jo rd a n."

Whe n the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc he d

the  d ry la nd , the  wa te rs o f the

Jo rd a n re turne d  to  the ir p la c e  a s

b e fo re . 

The  p e o p le  c a mp e d  ne a r

Je ric ho . The y a te  fo o d  fro m the  la nd

a nd  unle a ve ne d  b re a d  a nd  d ry

g ra in.  The n the  ma nna  sto p p e d  a nd

the  c hild re n o f Isra e l no  lo ng e r ha d

ma nna , b ut the y a te  the  fo o d  o f the

la nd  o f Ca na a n. 

Whe n a ll the  king s o f the  la nd

he a rd  tha t the  LORD ha d  d rie d  up

the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n fo r the

c hild re n o f Isra e l, the y we re  ve ry

a fra id . 

Go d was with Jo shua and the  c hildre n o f Israe l and le d the m into  the

pro mise d land o f Canaan.

Go d is with us as we  trave l o n this e arth and will le ad us into  the

pro mise d land o f He ave n.

Ac tivity One  - Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  p ic ture  o n p a g e  1 a s fo llo ws.

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  Ark o f the  C o ve na nt g re e n.

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  p rie sts’  ro b e s re d . 

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  wa te r o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r b lue .

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  d ry g ro und  b ro wn.
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Activity Two - Have the children cut out and glue the stone shapes on top of each other to make a pile on

the left half. Have them glue the cross to the right half below. 

The  stone s re minde d the  pe ople

of God’s he lp c rossing  the

Jorda n Rive r 

G lue  the  sto ne s o n a  p ile  he re .

Je sus’s c ross re minds us

Je sus die d to ta ke  a wa y 

our sins

Glue  the  c ro ss he re .
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Ac tivity Thre e  - Re a d  the  Bible  Pa ssa g e s b e lo w the n X o ff the  thing s tha t ma ke  us

a fra id  a nd  Circ le  the  thing s fro m G o d  tha t g ive  us c o ura g e .

Pa ssa g e s

Jo shua  1:6  - Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d

c o ura g e .

Ro ma ns 8:31- If G o d  is fo r us, who

c a n b e  a g a inst us?

Hymn - TLH # 292 v. 1, 9

Lo rd  Je sus Christ, with us a b id e ,

Fo r ro und  us fa lls the  e ve ntid e ;

No r le t Thy Wo rd , tha t he a v’ nly lig ht,

Fo r us b e  e ve r ve ile d  in nig ht.

O h, g ra nt tha t in Thy ho ly Wo rd

We  he re  ma y live  a nd  d ie , d e a r Lo rd ;

And  whe n o ur jo urne y e nd e th he re ,

Re c e ive  us into  g lo ry the re .

Praye r
De a r Je sus,    To d a y we  le a rne d  a b o ut ho w imp o rta nt it is to  liste n to  Yo ur Wo rd . He lp  us to

b e  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e . G ive  us fa ithful le a d e rs a nd  he lp  us to  re me mb e r with

tha nks a ll Yo u ha ve  d o ne  fo r us in ma king  us o ne  o f Yo ur d e a r c hild re n. We  a sk this in Je sus’

na me . Ame n.

I
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Coloring  Ac tivity - Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  p ic ture  o n p a g e  1 a s fo llo ws.

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt g re e n.

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  p rie sts’  ro b e s re d . 

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  wa te r o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r b lue .

Ha ve  the  c hild re n c o lo r the  d ry g ro und  b ro wn.

The  Story

Afte r the  d e a th o f Mo se s the

LORD sp o ke  to  Jo shua , the  ma n G o d

c ho se  to  b e c o me  the  ne w le a d e r o f

the  Child re n o f Isra e l. The  Lo rd  sa id ,

"Mo se s is d e a d . G o  o ve r this Jo rd a n

Rive r, yo u a nd  a ll the  Child re n o f

Isra e l, to  the  la nd  whic h I a m g iving

to  the m. I will g ive  yo u a ll the  la nd

tha t I p ro mise d  to  Mo se s.

"I wa s with Mo se s, so  I will b e

with yo u. I will no t le a ve  yo u. Be

stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e , d ivid e

the  la nd  a mo ng  the  p e o p le  a s I

p ro mise d  Ab ra ha m, Isa a c  a nd

Ja c o b . Ke e p  a ll the  la ws whic h

Mo se s c o mma nd e d  yo u, tha t yo u

will ha ve  suc c e ss whe re ve r yo u g o .

"Re a d  a nd  stud y the  Bo o k o f

the  La w d a y a nd  nig ht, tha t yo u

ma y o b e y a ll tha t is writte n in it. Fo r

the  LO RD yo ur G o d  is with yo u

whe re ve r yo u g o ." 

Jo shua  sa id  to  the  p e o p le , "In

thre e  d a ys yo u will c ro ss o ve r this

Jo rd a n Rive r, to  g o  in to  live  in the

la nd  whic h the  LO RD yo ur G o d  is

g iving  yo u." 

Jo shua  a nd  a ll o f the  p e o p le

ro se  e a rly in the  mo rning  a nd  c a me

to  the  Jo rd a n a nd  sta ye d  the re

thre e  d a ys.

The  p e o p le  we re  to ld , "Whe n

yo u se e  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt

(that spe c ial bo x that was a

re minde r that  Go d was with the

pe o ple ) a nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry it

le a ve , fo llo w the m so  tha t yo u kno w

whe re  to  g o  in this stra ng e  la nd .”  

The  LORD to ld  Jo shua , "Yo u

sha ll c o mma nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry

the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt, sa ying ,

'Whe n yo u ha ve  c o me  to  the  e d g e

o f the  wa te r o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd

the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc h the  wa te r, the

LORD sha ll ma ke  the  wa te r o f the

rive r sta nd  a s a  he a p  a nd  yo u sha ll

sta nd  o n d ry la nd  in the  mid d le  o f

the  Jo rd a n Rive r."

 "Ta ke  twe lve  me n, o ne  fro m

e a c h o f the  trib e s o f Isra e l, ha ve

e a c h ta ke  a  sto ne  fro m the  mid d le

o f the  Jo rd a n a nd  c a rry it to  the

o the r sid e ." 

The  p e o p le  se t o ut fro m the ir

c a mp  to  c ro ss o ve r the  Jo rd a n, with

the  p rie sts in fro nt. As the  p rie sts’  fe e t

to uc he d  the  Jo rd a n, the  wa te rs

whic h c a me  d o wn fro m up stre a m

sto o d  still a nd  ro se  in a  he a p  ve ry fa r

a wa y. The n the  p rie sts who  he ld  the

a rk o f the  c o ve na nt o f the  LORD,

sto o d  still o n d ry g ro und  in the

mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  a ll
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Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r o n d ry g ro und ,

until a ll the  p e o p le  ha d  c ro sse d

c o mp le te ly o ve r the  Jo rd a n.

Whe n a ll the  p e o p le  ha d

c o mp le te ly c ro sse d  o ve r the  Jo rd a n,

the  twe lve  me n c ho se n fro m the

p e o p le  e a c h c a rrie d  a  la rg e  sto ne

o n the ir sho uld e r o ut o f the  mid d le  o f

the  Jo rd a n a nd  to o k it to  the  o the r

sid e .  

Jo shua  to ld  the  p e o p le  why the

LORD wa nte d  twe lve  sto ne s. “ This will

b e  a  sig n a mo ng  yo u whe n yo ur

c hild re n a sk in la te r ye a rs,'Wha t a re

the se  sto ne s? ' Yo u sha ll te ll yo ur

c hild re n, 'Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r this

Jo rd a n o n d ry la nd . The  LORD yo ur

G o d  d rie d  up  the  wa te rs o f the

Jo rd a n b e fo re  the m until the y ha d

c ro sse d  o ve r, a s the  LORD yo ur G o d

d id  to  the  Re d  Se a , whic h He  d rie d

up  b e fo re  the m until the y ha d

c ro sse d  o ve r, tha t a ll the  p e o p le  o f

the  e a rth ma y kno w a nd  fe a r the

LORD yo ur G o d  fo re ve r.'"

The  c hild re n o f Isra e l to o k the

twe lve  sto ne s a nd  la id  the m o n to p

 o f e a c h o the r. 

 All this while , the  p rie sts who

he ld  the  a rk sto o d  in the  mid d le  o f

the  Jo rd a n until e ve rything  wa s

finishe d  tha t the  LORD ha d

c o mma nd e d . 

The  LORD sa id  to  Jo shua ,  

"Co mma nd  the  p rie sts who  b e a r the

a rk o f the  c o ve na nt to  c o me  up

fro m the  Jo rd a n."

Whe n the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc he d

the  d ry la nd , the  wa te rs o f the

Jo rd a n re turne d  to  the ir p la c e  a s

b e fo re . 

The  p e o p le  c a mp e d  ne a r

Je ric ho . The y a te  fo o d  fro m the  la nd , 

unle a ve ne d  b re a d  a nd  d ry g ra in. 

The n the  ma nna  sto p p e d  a nd  the

Child re n o f Isra e l no  lo ng e r ha d

ma nna , b ut the y a te  the  fo o d  o f the

la nd  o f Ca na a n. 

Whe n a ll the  king s o f the  la nd

he a rd  tha t the  LORD ha d  d rie d  up

the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n fo r the

Child re n o f Isra e l, the y we re  ve ry

a fra id . 

Go d was with Jo shua and the  Childre n o f Israe l and le d the m into  the

pro mise d land o f Canaan.

Ac tivity One  - C irc le  the  c o rre c t wo rd  a nd  the n find  the  c irc le d  wo rd  in the  WO RD

SEARCH.

1. Who  ha d  d ie d  a t the  b e g inning  o f this le sso n?    Ca le b      Mo se s     Jo shua

2. Who m d id  G o d  c ho o se  a s the  ne xt le a d e r?    Ca le b      Mo se s       Jo shua
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3. Wha t rive r d id  the  p e o p le  ha ve  to  c ro ss?   Jo rd a n       Re d     Mississip p i

4. Who  he ld  the  a rk o f the

c o ve na nt in the  mid d le

o f the  rive r so  the

p e o p le  c o uld  c ro ss?       

Jo shua        

 p rie sts        

so ld ie rs

5. Wha t d id  G o d  no

lo ng e r se nd  fo r the

p e o p le  to  e a t?    

ra in   

fo o d   

ma nna

6. Wha t 12 thing s d id  me n

p ic k up  a nd  b ring  o ut o f the  d ry rive r b e d ?

sto ne s      she lls        fish

Ac tivity Two  - Ha ve  the  c hild re n d ra w 12 sto ne  sha p e s, o ne  o n to p  o f the  o the r to

ma ke  a  p ile  o n the  le ft ha lf. Ha ve  the m d ra w a  c ro ss o n the  rig ht ha lf. 

The  Sto ne s Re minde d the  Pe o ple  o f Go d’s

He lp Cro ssing  the  Jo rdan Rive r

      

Je sus’ Cro ss Re minds Us Je sus Die d to  Take

Away  Our Sins

A

J

O

S

H

U

A

Y

I

O

W

P

U

S

V

C

P

R

I

E

S

T

S

E

Q

D

B

X

L

O

N

T

M

A

N

N

A

N

J

A

E

N

R

F

G

E

Y

S

W

I

H

M

O

S

E

S
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lightning & thunder

Pastor

snakes &
spiders

Hymnal

sickness

Bible

kidnappers

devil

Christian Teachers

baptism

Go d is with us as we  trave l o n this e arth and will le ad us into  the

pro mise d land o f He ave n.

Ac tivity Thre e  - Re a d  the  Bible  Pa ssa g e s b e lo w. Put a n X o n the  thing s tha t ma ke  us

a fra id . C irc le  the  thing s fro m G o d  tha t g ive  us c o ura g e .

Pa ssa g e s

Jo shua  1:6  - Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e .

Ro ma ns 8:31b  - If G o d  is fo r us, who  c a n b e  a g a inst us?

Hymn - TLH # 292 v. 1, 9

Lo rd  Je sus Christ, with us a b id e ,

Fo r ro und  us fa ll the  e ve ntid e ;

No r le t Thy Wo rd , tha t he a v’ nly lig ht

Fo r us b e  e ve r ve ile d  in nig ht.

Oh, g ra nt tha t in Thy ho ly Wo rd

We  he re  ma y live  a nd  d ie , d e a r Lo rd ;

And  whe n o ur jo urne y e nd e th he re ,

Re c e ive  us into  g lo ry the re .

Pra ye r

De a r Je sus,    

To d a y we  le a rne d  a b o ut ho w imp o rta nt it is to  liste n to  Yo ur Wo rd . He lp  us to  b e  stro ng

a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e . G ive  us fa ithful le a d e rs a nd  he lp  us to  re me mb e r with tha nks a ll Yo u

ha ve  d o ne  fo r us in ma king  us o ne  o f Yo ur d e a r c hild re n. We  a sk this in Je sus’  na me . Ame n.
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Wha t a re  the se  p rie sts c a rrying ?

The y a re  in the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r. Why a re

the y no t g e tting  we t?

Wha t mira c le  wa s d o ne  b y G o d  a nd  wha t re mind e r

d id  G o d ’ s p e o p le  ha ve  fo r future

g e ne ra tio ns?

Le t’ s re a d  to  find  o ut the  a nswe rs.

Pra ye r

De a r Fa the r in He a ve n, 

To d a y we  will he a r a b o ut Jo shua  le a d ing  the

Child re n o f Isra e l with G o d ’ s he lp . Ple a se  b e  with us

a s we  le a rn a b o ut Yo ur Wo rd  so  tha t we  ma y the n te ll o the rs o f the  G o o d  Ne ws fo und  in the

Bib le  a nd  o ne  d a y c o nsid e r te a c hing  o r p re a c hing  Yo ur Wo rd  to  o the rs . In Je sus’  na me  we

p ra y. Ame n.

The  Story -  Joshua  1, 3- 5

Afte r the  d e a th o f Mo se s the  LORD

sp o ke  to  Jo shua , the  ma n G o d  c ho se  to

b e c o me  the  ne w le a d e r o f the  Child re n o f

Isra e l. The  Lo rd  sa id , "Mo se s is d e a d . G o  o ve r

this Jo rd a n Rive r, yo u a nd  a ll the  Child re n o f

Isra e l, to  the  la nd  whic h I a m g iving  to  the m.

I will g ive  yo u a ll the  la nd  tha t I p ro mise d  to

Mo se s."

"I wa s with Mo se s, so  I will b e  with yo u.

I will no t le a ve  yo u. Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d

c o ura g e , d ivid e  the  la nd  a mo ng  the  p e o p le

a s I p ro mise d  Ab ra ha m, Isa a c  a nd  Ja c o b .

Ke e p  a ll the  la ws whic h Mo se s c o mma nd e d

yo u, tha t yo u will ha ve  suc c e ss whe re ve r

yo u g o ."

"Re a d  a nd  stud y the  Bo o k o f the  La w

d a y a nd  nig ht, tha t yo u ma y o b e y a ll tha t is

writte n in it. Fo r the  LORD yo ur G o d  is with

yo u whe re ve r yo u g o ." 

Jo shua  sa id  to  the  p e o p le , "In thre e

d a ys yo u will c ro ss o ve r this Jo rd a n Rive r, to

g o  in to  live  in the  la nd  whic h the  LORD yo ur

G o d  is g iving  yo u." 

Jo shua  a nd  a ll o f the  p e o p le  ro se

e a rly in the  mo rning  a nd  c a me  to  the

Jo rd a n a nd  sta ye d  the re  thre e  d a ys.

The  p e o p le  we re  to ld , "Whe n yo u se e

the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt (that spe c ial bo x

that was a re minde r Go d was with the

pe o ple ) a nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry it le a ve ,

fo llo w the m so  tha t yo u kno w whe re  to  g o  in

this stra ng e  la nd .”  

The  LORD to ld  Jo shua , "Yo u sha ll

c o mma nd  the  p rie sts who  c a rry the  a rk o f
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the  c o ve na nt, sa ying , 'Whe n yo u ha ve

c o me  to  the  e d g e  o f the  wa te r o f the

Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc h the

wa te r, the  LORD sha ll ma ke  the  wa te r o f the

rive r sta nd  a s a  he a p  a nd  yo u sha ll sta nd  o n

d ry la nd  in the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r."

 "Ta ke  twe lve  me n, o ne  fro m e a c h o f

the  trib e s o f Isra e l, ha ve  e a c h ta ke  a  sto ne

fro m the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n a nd  c a rry it to

the  o the r sid e ." 

The  p e o p le  se t o ut fro m the ir c a mp  to

c ro ss o ve r the  Jo rd a n, with the  p rie sts in

fro nt. As the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc he d  the

Jo rd a n, the  wa te rs whic h c a me  d o wn fro m

up stre a m sto o d  still, a nd  ro se  in a  he a p  ve ry

fa r a wa y. The n the  p rie sts who  he ld  the  a rk

o f the  c o ve na nt o f the  LORD sto o d  still o n

d ry g ro und  in the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r

a nd  a ll Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r o n d ry g ro und ,

until a ll the  p e o p le  ha d  c ro sse d  c o mp le te ly

o ve r the  Jo rd a n.

Whe n a ll the  p e o p le  ha d  c o mp le te ly

c ro sse d  o ve r the  Jo rd a n, the  twe lve  me n

fro m the  p e o p le , e a c h c a rrie d  a  la rg e  sto ne

o n the ir sho uld e r o ut o f the  mid d le  o f the

Jo rd a n a nd  to o k it o ut to  the  o the r sid e .  

Jo shua  to ld  the  p e o p le  why the  LORD

wa nte d  twe lve  sto ne s. “ This will b e  a   sig n

a mo ng  yo u whe n yo ur c hild re n a sk in la te r

ye a rs,'Wha t a re  the se  sto ne s? ' Yo u sha ll te ll

yo ur c hild re n, 'Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r this Jo rd a n

o n d ry la nd . The  LORD yo ur G o d  d rie d  up

the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n b e fo re  the m until

the y ha d  c ro sse d  o ve r, a s the  LORD yo ur

G o d  d id  to  the  Re d  Se a , whic h He  d rie d  up

b e fo re  the m until the y ha d  c ro sse d  o ve r,

tha t a ll the  p e o p le  o f the  e a rth ma y kno w

a nd  fe a r the  LORD yo ur G o d  fo re ve r.'"

The  c hild re n o f Isra e l to o k the  twe lve

sto ne s a nd  la id  the m o n to p  o f e a c h o the r. 

 All this while  the  p rie sts who  he ld  the

a rk sto o d  in the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n until

e ve rything  wa s finishe d  tha t the  LORD ha d

c o mma nd e d . 

The  LORD sa id  to  Jo shua ,   "Co mma nd

the  p rie sts who  b e a r the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt

to  c o me  up  fro m the  Jo rd a n."

Whe n the  p rie sts’  fe e t to uc he d  the  d ry

la nd , the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n re turne d  to

the ir p la c e  a s b e fo re . 

The  p e o p le  c a mp e d  ne a r Je ric ho .

The y a te  fo o d  fro m the  la nd  a nd

unle a ve ne d  b re a d  a nd  d ry g ra in.  The n the

ma nna  sto p p e d  a nd  the  Child re n o f Isra e l

no  lo ng e r ha d  ma nna , b ut the y a te  the  fo o d

o f the  la nd  o f Ca na a n. 

Whe n a ll the  king s o f the  la nd  he a rd

tha t the  LORD ha d  d rie d  up  the  wa te rs o f

the  Jo rd a n fo r the  Child re n o f Isra e l, the y

we re  ve ry a fra id . 

Oute r Aim -  God was with Joshua and the  Childre n of Israe l and le d

the m into  the  promise d land of Canaan.



Old Testament 3  Israel Enters the Promised Land  - Level 3

Wha t the  Story Te lls Us  - C irc le  the  c o rre c t wo rd  a nd  the n find  the  c irc le d  wo rd  in the

WORD SEARCH.

1. Who  ha d  d ie d  a t the  b e g inning  o f this le sso n?    Ca le b      Mo se s     Jo shua

2. Who m d id  G o d  c ho o se  a s the  ne xt le a d e r?    Ca le b      Mo se s       Jo shua

3. Wha t rive r d id  the  p e o p le  ha ve  to  c ro ss?   Jo rd a n       Re d        Mississip p i

4. Who  he ld  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt in the  mid d le  o f the  rive r so  the  p e o p le  c o uld  c ro ss?  

  Jo shua         p rie sts        so ld ie rs

5. Wha t d id  G o d  no  lo ng e r se nd  fo r the  p e o p le  to  e a t?    ra in        fo o d   ma nna

6. Wha t 12 thing s d id  me n p ic k up  a nd  b ring  o ut o f the  d ry rive r b e d ?

sto ne s      she lls        fish

7. Ho w d id  the  king s o f the  la nd  fe e l a b o ut the  Child re n o f Isra e l?    b ra ve     a fra id      g la d

Inne r Aim -  God is with us as we  trave l on this e arth and will le ad us

into  the  promise d land of He ave n.
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Wha t G od’s Word Te lls Us - Find  Jo shua  1:6 a nd  write  it o n the  line s b e lo w. The n ma ke

a  list o f thing s o f whic h yo u a re  a fra id  a nd  a  list o f thing s a nd  p e o p le  G o d  g ive s us to  ma ke

us stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e . 

Jo shua  1:6___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Things that make  me  afraid:

< kid na p p e rs

<  

<  

<  

<  

<  

<

Who and what God give s me  to

make  me  strong and c ourage ous:

< p a sto rs

<  

<  

<  

<  

<  

<

Pa ssa g e s

Jo shua  1:6  - Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e .

Ro ma ns 8:31- If G o d  is fo r us, who  c a n b e  a g a inst us?

Psa lms 1:1-2 -  Ble sse d  is the  ma n who  wa lks no t in the  c o unse l o f the  ung o d ly,

no r sta nd s in the  p a th o f sinne rs, no r sits in the  se a t o f the  sc o rnful; b ut his

d e lig ht is in the  la w o f the  LORD, a nd  in His la w he  me d ita te s d a y a nd  nig ht.
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Your Turn  - The  Child re n o f Isra e l we re  g ive n a  p ile  o f 12 sto ne s a s a  me mo ria l o r re mind e r

o f G o d ’ s he lp  fo r the m in c ro ssing  the  Jo rd a n Rive r. Dra w a  line  to  ma tc h the  Christia n

symb o l we  ha ve  a nd  its me a ning  o r re mind e r to  us.

 Ba p tism  

 Fa the r, So n, Ho ly Sp irit 

 Christ’ s Suffe ring  

 G o d ’ s Wo rd  is a  Lig ht 

 Ma rria g e  in Christ 

 Je sus Christ, the  Be g inning  a nd  End  

Hymn - TLH # 292 v. 1, 2, 8, 9

Lo rd  Je sus Christ, with us a b id e ,

Fo r ro und  us fa lls the  e ve ntid e ;

No r le t Thy Wo rd , tha t he a v’ nly lig ht

Fo r us b e  e ve r ve ile d  in nig ht.

In the se  la st d a ys o f so re  d istre ss

G ra nt us, d e a r Lo rd , true  ste a d fa stne ss

Tha t p ure  we  ke e p , till life  is sp e nt,

Thy ho ly Wo rd  a nd  Sa c ra me nt.

A trusty we a p o n is Thy Wo rd ,

Thy Churc h’ s b uc kle r, shie ld , a nd  swo rd .

Oh, le t us in its p o we r c o nfid e

Tha t we  ma y se e k no  o the r g uid e .

Oh, g ra nt tha t in Thy ho ly Wo rd

We  he re  ma y live  a nd  d ie , d e a r Lo rd ;

And  whe n o ur jo urne y e nd e th he re ,

Re c e ive  us into  g lo ry the re .

Pra ye r

De a r Je sus,    

To d a y we  le a rne d  a b o ut ho w imp o rta nt it is to  liste n to  Yo ur Wo rd  a nd  to  Yo ur

p ro mise s. He lp  us to  b e  stro ng  a nd  c o ura g e o us in o ur fa ith life . G ive  us fa ithful le a d e rs suc h

a s Mo se s a nd  Jo shua  a nd  he lp  me  to  c o nsid e r b e c o ming  a  Pa sto r, Da y Sc ho o l Te a c he r o r

Sund a y Sc ho o l Te a c he r. He lp  us to  re me mb e r a ll Yo u ha ve  d o ne  fo r us so  tha t we  c a n se rve

Yo u a ll o ur d a ys. Ame n.
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Israel Enters the Promised Land
Joshua 1, 3-5

 

Wha t a re  the se  p rie sts c a rrying ?

The y a re  in the  mid d le  o f the  Jo rd a n Rive r. Why

a re  the y no t g e tting  we t?

Wha t mira c le  wa s d o ne  b y G o d  a nd  wha t

re mind e r d id  Go d ’ s pe o p le  ha ve  fo r

future  g e ne ra tio ns?

Le t’ s re a d  to  find  o ut the  a nswe rs.

Pra ye r

De a r Fa the r in He a ve n, To d a y we  will he a r

a b o ut Jo shua  le a d ing  the  C hild re n o f Isra e l with

G o d ’ s he lp . Ple a se  b e  with us a s we  le a rn a b o ut Yo ur Wo rd  so  tha t we  ma y the n te ll o the rs

o f the  G o o d  Ne ws fo und  in the  Bib le  a nd  o ne  d a y c o nsid e r te a c hing  o r p re a c hing  Yo ur Wo rd

to  o the rs . In Je sus’  na me  we  p ra y. Ame n.

The  Story -  Joshua  1, 3- 5

Afte r the  d e a th o f Mo se s the

se rva nt o f the  LO RD, it c a me  to  p a ss tha t

the  LO RD sp o ke  to  Jo shua  the  so n o f Nun,

Mo se s' a ssista nt, sa ying : {2} "Mo se s My

se rva nt is d e a d . No w the re fo re , a rise , g o

o ve r this Jo rd a n, yo u a nd  a ll this p e o p le , to

the  la nd  whic h I a m g iving  to  the m; the

c hild re n o f Isra e l. {3} "Eve ry p la c e  tha t the

so le  o f yo ur fo o t will tre a d  up o n I ha ve

g ive n yo u, a s I sa id  to  Mo se s... "No  ma n

sha ll b e  a b le  to  sta nd  b e fo re  yo u a ll the

d a ys o f yo ur life ; a s I wa s with Mo se s, so  I will

b e  with yo u. I will no t le a ve  yo u no r fo rsa ke

yo u. 

{6} "Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e ,

fo r to  this p e o p le  yo u sha ll d ivid e  a s a n

inhe rita nc e  the  la nd  whic h I swo re  to  the ir

fa the rs to  g ive  the m. {7} "O nly b e  stro ng

a nd  ve ry c o ura g e o us, tha t yo u ma y

o b se rve  to  d o  a c c o rd ing  to  a ll the  la w

whic h Mo se s My se rva nt c o mma nd e d  yo u;

d o  no t turn fro m it to  the  rig ht ha nd  o r to

the  le ft, tha t yo u ma y p ro sp e r whe re ve r

yo u g o . {8} "This Bo o k o f the  La w sha ll no t

d e p a rt fro m yo ur mo uth, b ut yo u sha ll

me d ita te  in it d a y a nd  nig ht, tha t yo u ma y

o b se rve  to  d o  a c c o rd ing  to  a ll tha t is

writte n in it. Fo r the n yo u will ma ke  yo ur

wa y p ro sp e ro us, a nd  the n yo u will ha ve

g o o d  suc c e ss. {9} "Ha ve  I no t c o mma nd e d

yo u?  Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e ; d o

no t b e  a fra id , no r b e  d isma ye d , fo r the
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LORD yo ur G o d  is with yo u whe re ve r yo u

g o ." 

{10} The n Jo shua  c o mma nd e d  the

o ffic e rs o f the  p e o p le , sa ying , {11} "Pa ss

thro ug h the  c a mp  a nd  c o mma nd  the

pe o p le , sa ying , 'Pre pa re  pro visio ns fo r

yo urse lve s, fo r within thre e  d a ys yo u will

c ro ss o ve r this Jo rd a n, to  g o  in to  p o sse ss

the  la nd  whic h the  LO RD yo ur G o d  is

g iving  yo u to  p o sse ss.'"...

{16} So  the y a nswe re d  Jo shua ,

sa ying , "All tha t yo u c o mma nd  us we  will

d o , a nd  whe re ve r yo u se nd  us we  will g o .

{17} "Just a s we  he e d e d  Mo se s in a ll thing s,

so  we  will he e d  yo u. Only the  LORD yo ur

G o d  b e  with yo u, a s He  wa s with Mo se s.

{18} "Who e ve r re b e ls a g a inst yo ur

c o mma nd  a nd  d o e s no t he e d  yo ur wo rd s,

in a ll tha t yo u c o mma nd  him, sha ll b e  p ut

to  d e a th. O nly b e  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d

c o ura g e ."

(Jo shua  3)  The n Jo shua  ro se  e a rly in

the  mo rning ; a nd  the y se t o ut fro m Ac a c ia

G ro ve  a nd  c a me  to  the  Jo rd a n, he  a nd  a ll

the  c hild re n o f Isra e l, a nd  lo d g e d  the re

b e fo re  the y c ro sse d  o ve r. {2} So  it wa s,

a fte r thre e  d a ys, tha t the  o ffic e rs we nt

thro ug h the  c a mp ; {3} a nd  the y

c o mma nd e d  the  pe o p le , sa ying , "Whe n

yo u se e  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt o f the

LO RD yo ur G o d , a nd  the  p rie sts, the

Le vite s, b e a ring  it, the n yo u sha ll se t o ut

fro m yo ur p la c e  a nd  g o  a fte r it. {4} "Ye t

the re  sha ll b e  a  sp a c e  b e twe e n yo u a nd  it,

a b o ut two  tho usa nd  c ub its b y me a sure .

Do  no t c o me  ne a r it, tha t yo u ma y kno w

the  wa y b y whic h yo u must g o , fo r yo u

ha ve  no t p a sse d  this wa y b e fo re ."

{5} And  Jo shua  sa id  to  the  p e o p le ,

"Sa nc tify yo urse lve s, fo r to mo rro w the  LO RD

will d o  wo nd e rs a mo ng  yo u." 

{6} The n Jo shua  sp o ke  to  the  p rie sts,

sa ying , "Ta ke  up  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt

a nd  c ro ss o ve r b e fo re  the  p e o p le ." So  the y

to o k up  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt a nd  we nt

b e fo re  the  pe o p le . 

{7} And  the  LO RD sa id  to  Jo shua ,

"This d a y I will b e g in to  e xa lt yo u in the

sig ht o f a ll Isra e l, tha t the y ma y kno w tha t,

a s I wa s with Mo se s, so  I will b e  with yo u. {8}

"Yo u sha ll c o mma nd  the  p rie sts who  b e a r

the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt, sa ying , 'Whe n yo u

ha ve  c o me  to  the  e d g e  o f the  wa te r o f

the  Jo rd a n, yo u sha ll sta nd  in the  Jo rd a n.'" 

{9} So  Jo shua  sa id  to  the  c hild re n o f

Isra e l, "Co me  he re , a nd  he a r the  wo rd s o f

the  LO RD yo ur G o d ." {10} And  Jo shua  sa id ,

"By this yo u sha ll kno w tha t the  living  G o d  is

a mo ng  yo u, a nd  tha t He  will witho ut fa il

d rive  o ut fro m b e fo re  yo u the  C a na a nite s

a nd  the  Hittite s a nd  the  Hivite s a nd  the

Pe rizzite s a nd  the  G irg a shite s a nd  the

Amo rite s a nd  the  Je b usite s: {11} "Be ho ld ,

the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt o f the  Lo rd  o f a ll

the  e a rth is c ro ssing  o ve r b e fo re  yo u into

the  Jo rd a n. {12} "No w the re fo re , ta ke  fo r

yo urse lve s twe lve  me n fro m the  trib e s o f

Isra e l, o ne  ma n fro m e ve ry trib e . {13} "And

it sha ll c o me  to  p a ss, a s so o n a s the  so le s o f

the  fe e t o f the  p rie sts who  b e a r the  a rk o f

the  LO RD, the  Lo rd  o f a ll the  e a rth, sha ll

re st in the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n, tha t the

wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n sha ll b e  c ut o ff, the

wa te rs tha t c o me  d o wn fro m up stre a m,

a nd  the y sha ll sta nd  a s a  he a p ." 

{14} So  it wa s, whe n the  p e o p le  se t

o ut fro m the ir c a mp  to  c ro ss o ve r the

Jo rd a n, with the  p rie sts b e a ring  the  a rk o f

the  c o ve na nt b e fo re  the  p e o p le , {15} a nd

a s tho se  who  b o re  the  a rk c a me  to  the
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Jo rd a n, a nd  the  fe e t o f the  p rie sts who

b o re  the  a rk d ip p e d  in the  e d g e  o f the

wa te r (fo r the  Jo rd a n o ve rflo ws a ll its

b a nks d uring  the  who le  time  o f ha rve st),

{16} tha t the  wa te rs whic h c a me  d o wn

fro m up stre a m sto o d  still, a nd  ro se  in a

he a p  ve ry fa r a wa y a t Ad a m, the  c ity tha t

is b e sid e  Za re ta n. So  the  wa te rs tha t we nt

d o wn into  the  Se a  o f the  Ara b a h, the  Sa lt

Se a , fa ile d , a nd  we re  c ut o ff; a nd  the

p e o p le  c ro sse d  o ve r o p p o site  Je ric ho . {17}

The n the  p rie sts who  b o re  the  a rk o f the

c o ve na nt o f the  LO RD sto o d  firm o n d ry

g ro und  in the  mid st o f the  Jo rd a n; a nd  a ll

Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r o n d ry g ro und , until a ll

the  pe o p le  ha d  c ro sse d  c o mple te ly o ve r

the  Jo rd a n.

(Jo shua  4)  And  it c a me  to  p a ss,

whe n a ll the  p e o p le  ha d  c o mp le te ly

c ro sse d  o ve r the  Jo rd a n, tha t the  LO RD

sp o ke  to  Jo shua , sa ying : {2} "Ta ke  fo r

yo urse lve s twe lve  me n fro m the  p e o p le ,

o ne  ma n fro m e ve ry trib e , {3} "a nd

c o mma nd  the m, sa ying , 'Ta ke  fo r

yo urse lve s twe lve  sto ne s fro m he re , o ut o f

the  mid st o f the  Jo rd a n, fro m the  p la c e

whe re  the  p rie sts' fe e t sto o d  firm. Yo u sha ll

c a rry the m o ve r with yo u a nd  le a ve  the m

in the  lo d g ing  p la c e  whe re  yo u lo d g e

to nig ht.'" 

{4} The n Jo shua  c a lle d  the  twe lve

me n who m he  ha d  a p p o inte d  fro m the

c hild re n o f Isra e l, o ne  ma n fro m e ve ry trib e ;

{5} a nd  Jo shua  sa id  to  the m: "C ro ss o ve r

b e fo re  the  a rk o f the  LO RD yo ur G o d  into

the  mid st o f the  Jo rd a n, a nd  e a c h o ne  o f

yo u ta ke  up  a  sto ne  o n his sho uld e r,

a c c o rd ing  to  the  numb e r o f the  trib e s o f

the  c hild re n o f Isra e l, {6} "tha t this ma y b e

a  sig n a mo ng  yo u whe n yo ur c hild re n a sk in

time  to  c o me , sa ying , 'Wha t d o  the se

sto ne s me a n to  yo u? ' {7} "The n yo u sha ll

a nswe r the m tha t the  wa te rs o f the

Jo rd a n we re  c ut o ff b e fo re  the  a rk o f the

c o ve na nt o f the  LO RD; whe n it c ro sse d

o ve r the  Jo rd a n, the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n

we re  c ut o ff. And  the se  sto ne s sha ll b e  fo r

a  me mo ria l to  the  c hild re n o f Isra e l

fo re ve r." 

{8} And  the  c hild re n o f Isra e l d id  so ,

just a s Jo shua  c o mma nd e d , a nd  to o k up

twe lve  sto ne s fro m the  mid st o f the

Jo rd a n, a s the  LO RD ha d  sp o ke n to

Jo shua , a c c o rd ing  to  the  numb e r o f the

trib e s o f the  c hild re n o f Isra e l, a nd  c a rrie d

the m o ve r with the m to  the  p la c e  whe re

the y lo d g e d , a nd  la id  the m d o wn the re .

{9} The n Jo shua  se t up  twe lve  sto ne s in the

mid st o f the  Jo rd a n, in the  p la c e  whe re

the  fe e t o f the  p rie sts who  b o re  the  a rk o f

the  c o ve na nt sto o d ; a nd  the y a re  the re  to

this d a y. 

{10} So  the  p rie sts who  b o re  the  a rk

sto o d  in the  mid st o f the  Jo rd a n until

e ve rything  wa s finishe d  tha t the  LO RD ha d

c o mma nd e d  Jo shua  to  sp e a k to  the

p e o p le , a c c o rd ing  to  a ll tha t Mo se s ha d

c o mma nd e d  Jo shua ; a nd  the  p e o p le

hurrie d  a nd  c ro sse d  o ve r. {11} The n it

c a me  to  p a ss, whe n a ll the  p e o p le  ha d

c o mp le te ly c ro sse d  o ve r, tha t the  a rk o f

the  LO RD a nd  the  p rie sts c ro sse d  o ve r in

the  p re se nc e  o f the  p e o p le ...{13} Ab o ut

fo rty tho usa nd  p re p a re d  fo r wa r c ro sse d

o ve r b e fo re  the  LO RD fo r b a ttle , to  the

p la ins o f Je ric ho . 

{14} O n tha t d a y the  LO RD e xa lte d

Jo shua  in the  sig ht o f a ll Isra e l; a nd  the y

fe a re d  him, a s the y ha d  fe a re d  Mo se s, a ll

the  d a ys o f his life . 

{15} The n the  LO RD sp o ke  to  Jo shua ,
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sa ying , {16} "C o mma nd  the  p rie sts who

b e a r the  a rk o f the  Te stimo ny to  c o me  up

fro m the  Jo rd a n." 

{17} Jo shua  the re fo re  c o mma nd e d

the  p rie sts, sa ying , "C o me  up  fro m the

Jo rd a n." 

{18} And  it c a me  to  p a ss, whe n the

p rie sts who  b o re  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt

o f the  LO RD ha d  c o me  fro m the  mid st o f

the  Jo rd a n, a nd  the  so le s o f the  p rie sts'

fe e t to uc he d  the  d ry la nd , tha t the  wa te rs

o f the  Jo rd a n re turne d  to  the ir p la c e  a nd

o ve rflo we d  a ll its b a nks a s b e fo re . 

{19} No w the  p e o p le  c a me  up  fro m

the  Jo rd a n o n the  te nth d a y o f the  first

mo nth, a nd  the y c a mp e d  in G ilg a l o n the

e a st b o rd e r o f Je ric ho . {20} And  tho se

twe lve  sto ne s whic h the y to o k o ut o f the

Jo rd a n, Jo shua  se t up  in G ilg a l. {21} The n

he  sp o ke  to  the  c hild re n o f Isra e l, sa ying :

"Whe n yo ur c hild re n a sk the ir fa the rs in time

to  c o me , sa ying , 'Wha t a re  the se  sto ne s? '

{22} "the n yo u sha ll le t yo ur c hild re n kno w,

sa ying , 'Isra e l c ro sse d  o ve r this Jo rd a n o n

d ry la nd '; {23} "fo r the  LORD yo ur G o d  d rie d

up  the  wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n b e fo re  yo u

until yo u ha d  c ro sse d  o ve r, a s the  LO RD

yo ur G o d  d id  to  the  Re d  Se a , whic h He

d rie d  up  b e fo re  us until we  ha d  c ro sse d

o ve r, {24} "tha t a ll the  p e o p le s o f the  e a rth

ma y kno w the  ha nd  o f the  LO RD, tha t it is

 mig hty, tha t yo u ma y fe a r the  LO RD yo ur

Go d  fo re ve r."

(Jo shua  5)  So  it wa s, whe n a ll the

king s o f the  Amo rite s who  we re  o n the

we st sid e  o f the  Jo rd a n, a nd  a ll the  king s o f

the  C a na a nite s who  we re  b y the  se a ,

he a rd  tha t the  LO RD ha d  d rie d  up  the

wa te rs o f the  Jo rd a n fro m b e fo re  the

c hild re n o f Isra e l until we  ha d  c ro sse d  o ve r,

tha t the ir he a rt me lte d ; a nd  the re  wa s no

sp irit in the m a ny lo ng e r b e c a use  o f the

c hild re n o f Isra e l...

{9} The n the  LO RD sa id  to  Jo shua ,

"This d a y I ha ve  ro lle d  a wa y the  re p ro a c h

o f Eg yp t fro m yo u." The re fo re  the  na me  o f

the  p la c e  is c a lle d  G ilg a l to  this d a y. 

{10} No w the  c hild re n o f Isra e l

c a mp e d  in G ilg a l, a nd  ke p t the  Pa sso ve r

o n the  fo urte e nth d a y o f the  mo nth a t

twilig ht o n the  p la ins o f Je ric ho . {11} And

the y a te  o f the  p ro d uc e  o f the  la nd  o n the

d a y a fte r the  Pa sso ve r, unle a ve ne d  b re a d

a nd  p a rc he d  g ra in, o n the  ve ry sa me  d a y.

{12} The n the  ma nna  c e a se d  o n the  d a y

a fte r the y ha d  e a te n the  p ro d uc e  o f the

la nd ; a nd  the  c hild re n o f Isra e l no  lo ng e r

ha d  ma nna , b ut the y a te  the  fo o d  o f the

la nd  o f C a na a n tha t ye a r.

Oute r Aim -  Go d was with Jo shua and the  Childre n o f Israe l and le d

the m into  the  pro mise d land o f Canaan.
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Wha t the  Story Te lls Us - Fill in the  CRO SSWO RD PUZZLE with a nswe rs fro m the  Bib le  Le sso n.

AC RO SS

1.   Who  ha d  d ie d  a t the  b e g inning  o f

this le sso n?  

3.   Wha t rive r d id  the  p e o p le  ha ve  to

c ro ss?  

4.   The  ____ o f the  C o ve na nt wa s

c a rrie d  into  the  rive r.

5.   Wha t 12 thing s d id  me n p ic k up

a nd  b ring  o ut o f the  d ry rive r b e d ?

7.    Wha t wa s the  na me  o f the

spe c ia l p la c e  o f the  me mo ria l o f

sto ne s?

DOWN

1.    Wha t d id  Go d  no  lo ng e r se nd  fo r

the  p e o p le  to  e a t?

2.   Who  he ld  the  a rk o f the  c o ve na nt

in the  mid d le  o f the  rive r so  the

pe o p le  c o uld  c ro ss?

3.   Who m d id  Go d  c ho o se  a s the

le a d e r a fte r Mo se s?  

6.   Ho w ma ny sto ne s we re  c a rrie d

o ut o f the  rive r fo r the  me mo ria l?  

8.    Ho w d id  the  king s o f the  la nd  fe e l

a b o ut the  C hild re n o f Isra e l?

Inne r Aim -  Go d is with us as we  trave l o n this e arth and will le ad us

into  the  pro mise d land o f He ave n.

1

2

3

4

5 6

7 8
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Wha t God’s Word Te lls Us - Find  Jo shua  1:6 a nd  write  it o n the  line s b e lo w. The n ma ke  a

list o f thing s o f whic h yo u a re  a fra id  a nd  a  list o f thing s a nd  p e o p le  G o d  g ive s us to  ma ke  us

stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d  c o ura g e . 

Jo shua  1:6___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Things that make  me  afraid:

? kid na p p e rs

?  

?  

?  

?  

?  

?

Who  and what Go d g ive s me  to

make  me  stro ng  and c o urag e o us:

? p a sto rs

?  

?  

?  

?  

?  

?

Pa ssa g e s

Jo shua  1:6  - Be  stro ng  a nd  o f g o o d

c o ura g e .

Ro ma ns 8:31- If G o d  is fo r us, who

c a n b e  a g a inst us?

Psa lm 1:1-2 -  Ble sse d  is the  ma n who  wa lks no t in the  c o unse l o f the  ung o d ly,

no r sta nd s in the  p a th o f sinne rs, no r sits in the  se a t o f the  sc o rnful; b ut his

d e lig ht is in the  la w o f the  LORD, a nd  in His la w he  me d ita te s d a y a nd  nig ht.
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Your Turn  - The  Child re n o f Isra e l we re  g ive n a  p ile  o f 12 sto ne s a s a  me mo ria l o r re mind e r o f

G o d ’ s he lp  fo r the m in c ro ssing  the  Jo rd a n Rive r. Dra w a  line  to  ma tc h the  C hristia n symb o l

we  ha ve  a nd  its me a ning  o r re mind e r to  us.

?  Ba p tism  ?

?  Fa the r, So n, Ho ly Sp irit ?

?  C hrist’ s Suffe ring  ?

?  G o d ’ s Wo rd  is a  Lig ht ?

?  Ma rria g e  in C hrist ?

?  Je sus C hrist, the  Be g inning  a nd  End  ?

Hymn - TLH # 292 v. 1, 2, 8, 9

Lo rd  Je sus Christ, with us a b id e ,

Fo r ro und  us fa ll the  e ve ntid e ;

No r le t Thy Wo rd , tha t he a v’ nly lig ht

Fo r us b e  e ve r ve ile d  in nig ht.

In the se  la st d a ys o f so re  d istre ss

G ra nt us, d e a r Lo rd , true  ste a d fa stne ss

Tha t p ure  we  ke e p , till life  is sp e nt,

Thy ho ly Wo rd  a nd  Sa c ra me nt.

A trusty we a p o n is Thy Wo rd ,

Thy Churc h’ s b uc kle r, shie ld , a nd  swo rd .

O h, le t us in its p o we r c o nfid e

Tha t we  ma y se e k no  o the r g uid e .

O h, g ra nt tha t in Thy ho ly Wo rd

We  he re  ma y live  a nd  d ie , d e a r Lo rd ;

And  whe n o ur jo urne y e nd e th he re ,

Re c e ive  us into  g lo ry the re .

Pra ye r

De a r Je sus,    To d a y we  le a rne d  a b o ut ho w imp o rta nt it is to  liste n to  Yo ur Wo rd  a nd  to  Yo ur

p ro mise s. He lp  us to  b e  stro ng  a nd  c o ura g e o us in o ur fa ith life . G ive  us fa ithful le a d e rs suc h a s

Mo se s a nd  Jo shua  a nd  he lp  me  to  c o nsid e r b e c o ming  a  Pa sto r, Da y Sc ho o l Te a c he r o r

Sund a y Sc ho o l Te a c he r. He lp  us to  re me mb e r a ll Yo u ha ve  d o ne  fo r us so  tha t we  c a n se rve

Yo u a ll o ur d a ys. Ame n.
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STORY 6/17/06

Israel Enters the Promised Land - Joshua 1 - 5

TEACHER PRAYER

Heavenly Father, as I prepare to tell these lambs purchased with Jesus’ blood about your love,

bless my daily meditation of Your Word.  Help me not to be afraid of whatever  threatens me. 

May I be used as a courageous leader of Your people into their eternal rest.  Amen.

OUTER AIM

God Prepares Joshua to Lead His People Into the Promised Land

INNER AIM

Be Strong and Very Courageous 

BACKGROUND

The mantle of leadership had passed from Moses to Joshua.  The basic character of the people had

not changed.  We continue to see God’s love and mercy in contrast to the disobedience of the

Children of Israel.  God’s promise of this land to Abraham (Genesis 12) is being fulfilled after 400

years of sojourning in Egypt and 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  

The Lord renewed the commission of Joshua and the promises He had made to Israel.  “This is the

land I will give you.  I will never leave or forsake you.”  Only two things were required.  1) In

loving obedience, the word and commands of God should be very precious to Joshua.  2) In strong

faith he should be very courageous.  It must have been a little scary when the people of Israel

promised to follow Joshua just as they had followed Moses.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of Manasseh already possessed their land east of Jordan. 

They were reminded especially of their obligation to help the other tribes secure the rest of the

land.  

Joshua secretly sent two spies to view the land and Jericho.  Jericho stood as the key to the land of

Canaan because of its location and fortress.  These spies were sheltered by Rahab, the harlot.  (She

is later mentioned with the ancestors of the Savior - Matthew 1).  In faith she acknowledged

Jehovah and asked for His protection.  Cf.  James 2:25; Hebrews 11:31.  The spies came back

convinced.  “Truly Jehovah has delivered into our hands all the land, for even all the inhabitants

of the country do faint because of us.”

Jehovah assured the people of His protection by repeating the miracle that led them out of Egypt. 

This time it was the Jordan River that they crossed in miraculous fashion.  The Ark of the

Covenant led the people through on dry land.  Remember that Joshua and Caleb were the

onlyones that had seen the crossing of the Red Sea as adults (Joshua 3:7, 10; 5:1).
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The rolling back of the waters  1)assured the people that the Lord was with Joshua as He had been with

Moses(Joshua 3:7);  2) assured the people that the Lord was with them and would deliver them from their

enemies (Joshua 3:9-10); and 3) the people who inhabited the land would realize the power of Jehovah and

fear His people (Joshua 4:23-24).

Joshua also set up twelve memorial stones so that the next generation would remember what Jehovah had done

for His people.  Again (Joshua 4:6) it would provide an opportunity to explain to the next generation what God

had done by explaining the meaning of this memorial of twelve stones from the bed of the Jordan River.

First it was necessary to renew God’s covenant by the rite of circumcision.  At Gilgal (literally = rolled away)

their reproach was rolled away.  Then the nation celebrated the Passover.  Now that they were in the land

promised to them, the manna ceased.  

The Captain (Prince) of the host (army) of Jehovah appeared to Joshua.  This was Jesus, the Angel of the Lord,

who had appeared to Moses at the burning bush.  Joshua was to bring to completion the task that had been

given to Moses.  

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Jesus, today we learn about how important it is to listen to Your Word and to Your promises.  Help us to

be strong and courageous in our faith life.  Give us faithful leaders such as Moses and Joshua.   Help us to

remember all You have done for us so that we can serve You all our days.  Amen.

PRESENTATION

Review Israel’s sorry history.  The first time the Children of Israel were about to enter the land promised to

Abraham, they were afraid to go in because of the strength of people, who already were in that land.  As a

result the Lord God said that they would wander in the desert for forty years.  During these forty years an

entire generation would die without being able to enter into the promised land.  Of the twelve spies sent into

the land, only Joshua and Caleb said, “God will give us this land.”

Moses had died and now Joshua was about to take over the leadership of these people.  God assured Joshua

that the Lord would neither forsake nor leave him. This would be an important time in the history of God’s

people.

Again, they sent out two spies into the land.  They were protected by Rahab, a prostitute in the city of Jericho. 

She recognized the power of Jehovah and asked the spies to spare her and her family.  What is remarkable is

that Rahab, this Gentile woman, would become an ancestor of the promised Messiah.
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Joshua was further strengthened by the appearance of the commander of the Army of the Lord.  He was

addressed by Joshua as “my Lord.”   Some have thought this “commander” was the archangel Michael.  Others

have thought He was the second person of the Trinity, the eternal Word.  The point is that “if God be for us,

who can be against us?”

APPLICATIONS

God continues to raise up faithful leaders for the next generation.  Discuss with the children the pastors and

teachers, who have served their congregations in the past years.  Encourage them to think in terms of their

service by talking about preparing for the teaching or preaching ministry.

The key to success is the study of God’s Word.  The Book of the Law refers to the Torah, the first five books

of Moses.  We need to meditate upon God’s Word day and night.  This meditation includes the reading of the

Bible, thinking about its message, praying about it, and finally applying it to our daily lives.

God uses remarkable and unusual people to serve Him.  God includes two women in the list of the ancestors of

Jesus (Matthew1).  Rahab is a Gentile and a prostitute, and yet God in His mercy includes her in the ancestors

of Jesus.  The other woman is Ruth, the Moabitess, the great-grandmother of David.

It is good to build our own memorial stones.  We talk about our history, build our buildings, and talk about

ILC so that the next generation will remember what the Lord has done for us.  It is important that the truths of

God’s salvation be passed on to the next generation.

PASSAGES

These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower

Joshua 1:6 - Be strong and of good courage.

Middle any of the above and...

Romans 8:31 - If God be for us, who can be against us?

Upper any of the above and...

Psalms 1:1-2 - Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of

sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he

meditates day and night.

HYMN CHOICES

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (TLH #54)


