oT Sodom and Gomorrah

Teacher’ s Notes

God’s Hand in Our Lives

STORY
Sodom and Gomorrah - Genesis 18:16- 19:29

TEACHER PRAYER

Dear Lord God, protect me from the many dangers of body and soul that are dl around mein this wicked
world. Let Your holy angdls guard me so that no harm comesto me. | pray this also for my students that
Y ou have cdled meto love and teach. In these formative years do not let this sinful world attract them and
lead them astray. Help them learn Y our Word so that the message of Y our love will keep them safe and
securein Your flock. | ask thisin Jesus name. Amen.

VOCABULARY
righteous - one who believesin Jesus as Lord and Savior

OUTER AIM
God answered Abraham's faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by rescuing him from wicked people.

INNER AIM
God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.

BACKGROUND

Today's lesson is a continuation of last week's lesson. The three men (two angels and the Son of God) are
now about to leave Abraham. God had decided to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their great wickedness. Their Sins sent agreat cry to heaven. What was their Ssn? Not
inhospitality--but homosexuaity--a sn againg God's law of man and woman sexud reationship. Cf.
Romans 1:26-27 "For even their

women exchanged the naturd use for whet is againgt nature. Likewise dso the men, leaving the naturd use
of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and recaiving
in themsdlves the pendty of their error which was due.”

v. 23-25

Abraham's bold faith - not cocky or presumptuous but taking God a His Word; trusting His mercy and
grace.

Luther's address to the Lord's Prayer: "with dl boldness and confidence ask our dear Father.”

James 5:16 says " The effective, fervent prayer of arighteous man avails much.”

v. 27
Note Abraham's humility as he redizeswhat heis before God

v. 31

How willing God is to withdraw His punishing hand and to forgive if the snner will only turn from his evil
waysl The Lord wants"All men to be saved."(1 Timothy 2:4)

2 Peter 3:9 God is""not willing that any should perish but that al should come to repentance.”

Exodus 34:6-7 Heis a " compassionate and gracious God, dow to anger, abounding in love and
fathfulness™

v. 32Not even for ten? Nothing could have shown more clearly than thesewords that God would much
rather bless than punish.
It is because of the believers even now that the word still stands and is not burned up by God's wrath.



v.2-3
Lot islike hisunclein that he is hospitable to the strangers.
Knowing the evil intent of the men of the city Lot encourages them not to deep in the Streets.

v. 4

The wickedness permeated both the old and the young. Tota corruption is seen.
We see the extreme danger of putting ourselves into temptations.

Not only was Lot's faith tested daily, but hislifewasin danger. |1 Peter 2:7-8

v. 10-11
The Lord saved Lot by means of amiracle of Hisgrace. 1l Peter 229
Firgt article states "defends me againg dl danger, guards and protects me from al evil."

v.14

Lot's daughters were pledged to be married to unbelievers.

They thought Lot wasafool. "Héll, it doesnt exist! End the world, youve got to bekidding!”  We dill hear that
today. "God will punish. NO WAY!"

v. 15-16

Even Lot shows his weakness, at dawn he hesitates.

Hewas led out by the hand. Hebrews 1:14 cdls angels "ministering spirits.”
Abraham's fervent prayer had not been in vain. The believers were spared.

v. 17-20
Lot again shows his wesk faith by not obeying the angels and does not go into the mountains.  Would not the Lord
protect, provide and sustain him there as well?

V.24

How did the cities burn? The sulphur from heaven ignited the minerd pitch mines - burned to ashes as dated in 2
Peter 2:6.

Sudden destruction upon an unsuspecting people.

The end of the world?

V. 26

Lust of the world, materidism had taken such a strong hold upon Lot's wife that she could not stand leaving -
parting from dl she caled her own. Shetook one last ook - punishment was ingtantaneous. What a serious
warning to us ALL, especidly in this materidigtic society. Y ou cannot serve both God and mammon (riches).” 1
John 2:15-17, Luke 17:28-33

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Savior, help me be more and more aware of the many temptations and dangersthat are dl around me. This
world is not afriend to us Chrigians. | thank Y ou that through Y our holy angels Y ou are dways watching over me
and dl of Your children and protecting us daily from harm. | pray Y ou keegp my heart in Y our Word ruled by the
Holy Spirit so that dl that | think, say and do may beto Your glory. Lord, help me do this. Amen.
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APPLICATION
1. The effectiveness of prayer. Encourage our children to pray every day for dl people. To continue to pray and
take God a His Word - He will answer according to His Will.

2. The Judtice of God over againgt sin: God is ajedous God punishing those who rgect Him, who refuse to submit
to Hiswill. Hisjusticemust bemet. IT HASBEEN MET BY CHRIST!

3. Themercy of God toward All: God isdso aloving God willing to forgive and save to the uttermost. May we
cast oursalves with repentant hearts upon God's mercy in Jesus Christ. It is because of Jesus payment of our
punishment that we are under God's grace.

4. The serious danger of worldliness - materidism: it leads usto live only for thislife and not for the eternity of
perfection and joy that Jesus has earned for us.

5. The warning especidly today against homosexuality: about twenty years ago AIDS was just beginning, it wasn't
heard of much. Today it is one of the biggest plagues earth has seen. God will dlow only so much of man's
haughty, proud rebellion. It is not God who makes a homaosexud but the person dlows his snful lusts and desires
to take over his body.

6. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is atype or picture of Judgment Day. It will be tota and unexpected
by dl.

PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.

Lower
Psalm 145:18 - "The LORD is near to dl who cal upon Him."
Luke 17:32 - "Remember Lot's wife."

Middle
Il Timothy 2:3-4" - ...God our Savior, desires al men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
| John 2:15 - "Do not love the world or the things in the world."

Upper
James 5:16 - "The effective, fervent prayer of arighteous man avails much.”
Il Peter 3:9 - “The Lord...is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that dl should cometo

repentance.”
Hebrews 1:14 - "Are they not dl ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?’

HYMN CHOICES

Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare - TLH #45
The Man IsEver Blest - TLH #414

And will the Judge Descend - TLH #610
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