NT  Ananias & Sapphira

Teacher’s Notes

God’s Hand In our Lives

STORY 712312003
Ananias and Sapphira- Acts 4:31-5:11

TEACHER PRAYER

Almighty God, heavenly Father, by the work of Y our Holy Spirit | have been brought to Jesus. | enjoy the
unity of faith in the fellowship within the visble assembly of the church. Teach meto resist the trgps set by
Satan, the peer pressures of the world, and my own wesk flesh with Y our word. Day by day, keep meina
child-like faith that trusts the power of Y our word for absolute security dl the way Home. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

VOCABULARY

Levite - One of the descendants of Levi (descendant of Leah, Jacob’swife), aso the didinctive title of that
portion of the tribe which was set apart for the service of the sanctuary subordinate to the priests. A Levite’s
period of service was from age 25—50, after which he became an overseer. The function of the tribe was to
presarve the Law of Jehovah in dl itsintegrity and purity.

OUTER AIM
Ananias and Sapphiralied to Peter and to the Holy Spirit.

* We use terms such as the “visible assembly of beievers’, “visble congregation”, “visble church on earth”,
€lc, to digtinguish them from the “Holy Chrigtian Church” which is made up of dl believersin heaven and on
earth; they are known only to God who knows the hearts of al. (I know if | believe, but beyond that | only

know of others who professto believe. | take their word concerning their faith, but | cannot read another’s

heart. It may therefore hgppen that there are hypocritesin the visble Chrigtian church on earth.)

INNER AIM
God, the Holy Spirit, gives us the power to be truthful in our dedlings with one another.

BACKGROUND

(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 480-436)

Every bdieving child of God confesses that despite the good he desiresto do, he sns. Thewages of snis
degth. The Lord does not wish to have the sinner die, but to repent of his sin, believing that in Jesus he has
forgiveness

In our lesson, we are told about a husband and wife who posed as Chritians, but lied to the Holy Spirit.

They did not repent of their sin, believing in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sns. They, therefore, suffered

ingtant deeth. Thiswas awarning to the early church and to us of the fata folly of aworship of God and a

following of Jesusthat is only a pretense.

»  TheHoly Spirit produced a unity of spirit and a boldness of witnessing among the early Chrigtians.

»  Thar fath and unity were such that they shared dl thingsin common.

»  The people brought what they had, and this was distributed as each had need.

»  Thiscommuna sharing was an expression of the oneness of faith of the believers.

»  This"sysem” of care for one ancther in the church worked for awhile, but did not last for long.

»  Part of thereason for its short life is found in this record.

»  Note that thiswas not an enforced “communism,” but alove - prompted voluntary sharing with others
in need.

»  Joses (Barnabas) had set a good example of such Christian charity in the congregation.



»  Wearetold that dso Ananias and Sapphira sold their property and brought the money to the Apostles.

»  They dlamed that they were bringing the entire amount of money.

»  Their Snwas not that they kept back part of the money for Peter pointed out that the property and money
dwaysweretheirs.

»  Butin pretending to bring the entire amount, they were lying, not just to the congregation, but to the Holy
Spirit.

»  Satan had turned their heartsto lie to the Holy Spirit.

»  The consequences show that death isthe wages of Sin.

STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Holy Spirit, Y ou have caled me unto faith in Jesus. Kegp me in that faith, by my use of God’sword. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Upper: Holy Spirit, Y ou have caled me unto faith in Jesus and to be His witness. The devil, the world, and my
flesh are againg my ligtening to Y our voice and following Y ou. Kegp me in the faith that trustsin Jesus and His
word. Remind me of what my God has said, whenever | am tempted to sin. | ask thisin the name of Jesus, my
Savior. Amen.

PRESENTATION
Tdl the story with the same emotion and excitement asif you were there. Tl the story in your words, but be
fathful to the account that God wrotein Acts 4:31—5:11.

APPLICATIONS

1. Letusdaly examine our hearts, that we do not fal into sins of unbelief or self-deception or hypocrisy. Lip
sarvice to God isamockery of Him; He will not dlow that. Being a Chrigtian, means that the Holy Spirit
has given us a heart that repents of sins and trustsin Jesus for forgiveness. Such a heart will ask the Holy
Spirit to cause usto follow our Good Shepherd, faithfully listening to His voice.

2. Towarn the believers that there can be hypocrites in the visble church* on earth. In like manner, to warn
agang thefatd danger of lying to the Holy Spirit.

3. Toremind usthat the church on earth is made up of those who professto believe. We are yet in our weak
flesh, in aworld of unbelieving peers, and subject to Satan who congtantly seeks to devour us. All these we
areto ress by clinging to our Savior in childHike faith, and to grow in our relationship with Jesus by using
God’sword, which is*“our trusty shield and weapon.”

PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or smply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower

Proverbs 19:5b - He who speaks lies will not escape.

TLH #323, danza 1. With broken heart and contrite Sgh, A trembling sinner, Lord, | cry. Thy pardoning grace
isrich and free, 0 God, be merciful to me!

Middle any of the above and...

Ephesans 4:25a - Putting away lying, let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor.
TLH #323, sanza 2: | smote upon my troubled breast, With deep and conscious guilt opprest; Christ and His
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cross my only plea, 0 God be merciful to me!

Upper any of the above and...

Matthew 15:8 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with ther lips, but their heart is
far from Me.

TLH #323, stanzas 4 and 5: Nor ams nor deedsthat | have done Can for asingle sin atone. To Calvary done

| flee, 0 God be merciful to me!

And when, redeemed from sin and hell, with al the ransomed throng | dwell, My thankful song shal ever be,
God has been merciful to me!
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