The Crucifixion of Jesus
Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30
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The Story

Eady in the moming, (on the day
that we callGood Fiday), Jesus was
led to a hiloutside of Jerusalem to be
crucified. Thismeans He wasnailed to
across. Inthose daysunderRoman
law, only the very worst c iminals like
robbersand murderers were put to
death in thisway. Jesushadn’t done
anything wrong. He died on the cross
mnorderto pay foroursins.

Jesus was willing to do this
because He lovesusso much. Even
when He washanging on the crossin
so much pain, He showed how He
loved everyone, even His enemies.
The first thing He did wasto pray that
God would forgive the men who had
nailed Him to the cross.

There were two robbersthat
were crucified with Jesus. One of
them was sony forhis sins, and he told
the otherman that Jesushad done
nothing wrong. Jesustold him that he
would be with Hiin heaven thatday.

Even though Jesus’ body was
very weakand ina lotofpain, He
thought aboutothers. He saw His
mother, Mary, atthe foot ofthe cross,
and asked Hisdisciple John to take
care ofher.

While Jesus wason the cross, it

became very darkin the middle of
the day. Durng this time, Jesus was
suffering the pain of being crucified
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and also the punishment forthe
sins o fthe whole word. This was so
temble for Him that He cred out,
“My God, My God, why have you
forsaken Me?”

Then Jesussaid, “k is finished!” 'This
me ant that His suffering wasover
and the sinsofthe word were paid
for. Now everyone who believes
that Jesusdied forthem willbe
able to go to heaven.

At the very time thatJesusdied,
the earth shookand big rocks split
apart. God was showing the
people thatthiswasnotan
ordinary man that wason the
cross. Thiswasthe SonofGod.
Only the Son ofGod could

pay forthe sinsofthe whole word.

Questions

What do you think of when you
see a cross?

Why is the cross so important to
us?

Name some places where you
might see a cross.
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Ac tivity -Complete these picturesby drawing a cross where you thinkit should go. Then
colorthe pictures.

—T

Memory Passage

Behold the Iamb of God Who takes away
the sin of the wordd! John 1:29

Prayer

Deardesus, Ifeelso bad about my sins when Iknow how much You had to
sufferto pay forthem. Please forgive me forallthe wrong thingsthatIdo and
help me to live as Yourchild. Thankyou fordying on the crossforme. Amen.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus
Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30

God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Crucifixion of Jesus - Level 2 8/10/04 O



The Story

On Good Fiday, at 9:00 in the
moming, the soldiersled Jesusto a hill
outside of Jerusalem called Golgotha.
Here He would be crucified, nailed to
a cross. Thiswasthe punishment that
wasused forthe worst of ciminals.
Jesus had done nothing wrong. He
was willing to be putto death on the
crossto pay foroursins. He took the
punishment that we deserved
because He lovesusso much.

Jesuswassupposed to cany His
own cross, but He wasso weakfrom
being beaten the nightbefore thata
man named Smon waschosen to
c any His ¢ ro ss for Hm.

Soon afterthe soldiersnailed
Jesus to the crss, Jesusshowed how
much He loved even Hisenemies. He
prayed, “Father, forgive them forthey
do not know whatthey are doing.”

There were two othercrminals
who were crucified with Him. One of
them made fun of Jesus, but the other
one said that he believed Jesus had
done nothing wrong. He wassony for
his sins. He spoke to Jesus and
begged Him, “Iord, ememberme
when You come into Yourkingdom.”
Jesustold him, “Ibday you willbe with
Me in Paradise.”

Even while Je sus was suffering,
He thought aboutothersinstead of
Hmself. When He saw hismotherat
the footof the cross, He asked His
disciple John to take care ofher.

In the middle ofthe day it
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became very dark forthree ho urs.
During this time Je sus wa s suffe ring
not only the pain of the c ruc ifixio n,
but also the punishment forthe sins
ofthe whole world. Thiscaused
Him to cry out to His Heavenly
Father, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?”

Before Jesusdied, He said, “k
is finishe d.” This me ant that His
suffering wasoverand He had paid
forthe sinsofthe wondd. Jesus
suffered allofthisbecause ofour
sins. Just think of how much He
loved us! Now everyone who
believesthatJesusdied forthem
willbe saved.

When Jesusdied, there were
some strange thingsthat
happened. The heavy curtain that
wasin the temple wastom in half.
There wasalso an earthquake.
Iarge rockswere splitapart and
graveswere opened. Many
belevers who had died, came out
oftheirgravesand appeared in
Jerusalem. Everyone that saw this
knew that thiswasnotan ordinary
man that had died. This was the
Son ofGod. Only He could pay for
the sinsofthe whole word.
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Crossword Puzzle - Use these wordsto fillin the c1ossword puzzle below.

JESUS MARY SAD JOHN CRUCIFY SIN JOYFUL CROSS DARKNESS

ACROSS L. 2.

1. to putto deathona cross

3. the SonofGod

4. how we feelwhen we hear
the story of Jesus’ death

6. Jesus’ mother

7. the disciple who tookcare
of Mary 4. 5.

8. Jesusdeath paid forour

DOWN

2. whatdJesusdied on

3. how we feelabout oursins
being forgiven 7.

5. thiscovered the earth for L—
three hours while Jesus was
on the cross

Som e thing To Think About

1. Why did Jesus, Who had done nothing wrong have to sufferand die?

2. How do you feelwhen you hearhow Je sus suffered foryo ursins?

3. How did Jesussetan example foruseven when He was dying on the cross?
4. Why is the cross so important to us?

5. Name some placeswhere you might see a cross.
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Memory Passage

John 1:29 - Behold! The Iamb of God who takes away
the sin of the word!

Hymn Study (Common Service Book # 544)

There isa green hillfaraway, There wasno othergood enough
Outside a city wall, T pay the price of sin;

Where the dearlord wascrucified, He only could unlock the gate
Who died to save usall Ofheaven, and let usin.

Thlkk about whatthe hymn wrntermeansby these words.

1. “green hill’

2. “dearlond”

3. “no othergood enough”

4. “unlock the gate ofheaven”

Prayer

Deardesus, Ifeelso bad about my sins when Iknow how much You had to
sufferto pay forthem. Please forgive me forallthe wrong thingsthatIdo and
help me to live as Yourchild. Thank You fordying on the crossforme. Amen
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The Crucifixion of Jesus

Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30

What did the crossmean to the people of Jesus’

day?

Whatdoesthe crossmean to you?

Why is the c 1o ssthe symbolfor Chrnstia nity?

Prayer

He avenly Father,

We thank You forsending YourSon, Jesus, to sufferand die on the cross
foroursins. Aswe hearabout the suffering and death of Jesus, help usto
re alize the seriousnessofsin in ourlives. Make us truly sonry foroursins and help
usto lookto Jesusand the crossforforgiveness. Blessourstudy of Your Word

today. Amen.

THE C RUCIFIXION O F JESUS
(Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Inke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30)

Pilate wasafraid of what the
people would do so he handed Jesus
overto them to be crucified. The
soldiersled Jesusout ofthe city to a hill
called Golgotha which means “The
Place ofthe Skull,” Jesushad to cany
the crosson which He would be nailed,
but He wasso weak from the temble
beating the night before that He

collapsed underthe weight ofthe cross.

A man in the crowd named Simon from
Cyrene wasmade to camy the cross.
Jesuswasoffered sourwine mixed

with gallto help numb the pain ofthe
c ruc ifixion, but He refused to drnk it.

Afterthe soldiers nailed Je sus to
the cross, He prayed, “Father, forgive
them, forthey do not know what they
do.”

The soldiersthat had putdJesuson
the crossdivided His gaments among
themselves. Hisinnerrmbe didn’t have
a seam in it so they c ast lots (like
throwing dice) to see who would getit.

Pilate had a sign puton the cross
to tellthe people why Jesus wasbeing
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punished. These words were wrtten in
Hebrew, Iatin, and Greek-Jesusof
Nazareth, the King ofthe Jews.

Two othercrminals were crucified
with Je sus, the one on Hisright side and
the otheron His left. The one criminal
mocked Jesusand said, “i You are the
Chrst (Messiah), save Yourself and us.”
But the otherone scolded him and said,
“Don’tyoufearGod atall? We
deserve to die forourcrmes, but this
Man hasdone nothing wrong.” Then
he tumed to Jesusand said, “Iord,
rememberme when You come into
Yourkingdom.” Jesusanswered,
“Assuredly, Isay to you, today you wil
be with Me in Paradise.”

Jesus also showed Hislove and
concem forHis motherwhen He saw
heratthe footofthe cross with His
disciple John. He said to her, “Woman,
behold yourson!” Then He said to John,
“Behold yourmother!” Then John took
Mary to his home.

Atnoon darknessfelloverthe
whole word. The darknesslasted unti
3:00 PM. Atthe heightofdJesus’
suffering, He cried out, “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?”

At this time He was suffering the
punishment of hell forthe sins of the
whole wold.

When Je sus kne w that His suffe ring
had paid forthe sinsofthe word, He
called out, “Ithust!” One ofthe soldiers
filed a sponge with sourwine, putiton
a stick and put it in His mo uth.

The n Je sus shouted, “It is finishe d !”
Thiswasa cry of victory. Jesushad
completed the workof paying forthe
sins o f the word.

Afterthat He said, “Father, nto
YourhandsIcommit My spiit.” Then He
bowed Hishead and died.

When Jesusdied, the heavy
curtain in the temple wastom in half.
There wasalso an earthquake. Rocks
were splitapartand graveswere
opened. Many believers who had died
came outoftheirgravesand
appeared in Jerusalem. When the

Roman captain saw these things, He
said, “Surely, this wasthe Son of God!”

Outer Aim - Jesus, the Son of God, was crucified.
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What Do You Remembe1r? Put“(Yes” or“(N)o” in the blank.

1. ____Asoldiercamed Jesus cross.

2. dJesus motherwasthere when He wason the cross.
3.____Jesusasked God to punish His enemies.

4. Jesusspoke three times when He wason the cross.
5. One ofthe criminalsrepented while on the cross.
6.____ 'The soldiersdivided Jesus’ clothing among themselves.

Recalling Details - Complete each sentence with one word.

1. Jesuswascrucified ona hilcalled

2. Two were crucified with Je sus.

3. put a sign on the cross.

4. Jesustold to take care of Hismother.

5. Darknesscovered the earth for ho urs.

6. When Jesusdied, the curtain in the wastom in half.
Inner Aim

Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified to pay forthe sins of the word.
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Passage - Iookup Matthew 20:28 and fillin the missing words.

The Son of Man did notcome to be _, but to

and to give His a ransom formany.

Hymn -TTH175v. 1-4

When Isurvey the wondrmus cross See, from Hishead, Hishands, Hisfeet,
On which the Prince of Glory died, Somow and love flow mingled down.
My richest gain Icount but loss Did e’ersuch love and somow meet
And pourcontempton allmy pride. Orthomscompose so rich a crown?
Forbid it, Iord, that Ishould boast Were the whole realm ofnature mine,
Save in the death of Christ, my God; Thatwere a trbute fartoo small;
Allthe vain thingsthatchamém me most, Iove so amazing, so divine,

Isacrifice them to Hisblood Demands my soul, my life, my all

Which verse of Hymn 175 pic tures Je sus dying on the cross?

Prayer

Dearlord Jesus,

When IThearagain how You suffered and died formy sins, it
makesme feelvery sorry forallthe wrong Thave done. You took the
punishment that Ishould have suffered and willingly died forme.
Forgive me forallthe sinsIThave committed and help me to follow in
Yourfootstepsdaily. Help me to show my thankfulnessto You by my
wordsand actions. Help me to love othersasYoulove me. Keep
me faithfulto You and YourHoly Word. In Yourname Ipray. Amen.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus

Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thankyou forsending YourSon Je sus

Whatdid the crossmean to the people ofJesus’ day?

Whatdoesthe crossmean to you?

Why is the crossthe symb olforC hristia nity?

to sufferand die on the crossforoursins. Aswe hear
about the suffering and death ofdJesus, help usto realize

the seriousnessofsinin ourlives. Make ustruly sony forour

sinsand help usto lookto Jesusand the crossforforgiveness. Blessourstudy of Your Word

today. Amen.

The Crucifixion of Je sus
(Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Inke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30)

Pilate wasafraid of what the
people would do so he handed Je sus
overto them to be crucified. The
soldiersled Jesusoutofthe city to a
hilcalled Golgotha which means
“The Place ofthe Skull.” Jesushad to
cany the crosson which He would
be naied, but He wasso weakfrom
the temble beating the nightbefore
thatHe collapsed underthe weight
ofthe cross. Aman in the crowd
named Smon from Cyrene was
made to camy the cross.

Jesuswasoffered sourwine
mixed with gallto help numb the
pain ofthe cruc ifixion, but He
re fused to drink it.

Afterthe soldiersnaied Jesusto the cross,
He prayed, “Father, forgive them, forthey do not
know whatthey do.”

The soldiersthathad putdJesuson the cross
divided Hisgamentsamong themselves. His
mnerrobe didn’thave a seam initso they cast
lo ts (like throwing dice) to see who would getit.

Pilate had a sign puton the crossto tellthe
people why Jesuswasbeing punished. The se

wordswere written in Hebrew, Iatin, and Greek -

Je susofNazareth, the King ofthe Jews.
Two othercrminals were crucified with

Jesus, the one on Hisright side and the otheron
Hisle ft. The one criminalmocked Jesusand said,
“¥You are the Christ (Messiah), save Yo urself
and us.” Butthe otherone scolded him and said,
“Don’tyoufearGod atal? We deserve to die for
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ourcrimes, but this Man hasdone
no thing wrong.” Then he tumed to
Jesusand said, “Iord, ememberme
when You come into Yourkingdom.”
Jesusanswered, “Assuredly, Isay to
you, today you wilbe with Me in
Paradise.”

Jesusalso showed Hislove and
concem forHismotherwhen He saw
heratthe footofthe crosswith His
disciple John. He said to her,
“Woman, behold yourson!” Then He
said to John, “Behold yourmother!”
Then John took Mary to hishome.

Atnoondarknessfelloverthe
whole word. The darknesslasted
until 3:00 p.m. Atthe heightof
Jesus’ suffering, He cried out, “My
God, My God, why have You
forsaken me?” Atthistime He was
suffering the punishmentofhellfor
the sinsofthe whole world.

When Je sus kne w that His
suffering had paid forthe sinsofthe
word, He called out, “Ithirst!” One
ofthe soldiersfilled a sponge with
sourwine, putiton a stickand putit
in His mo uth.

Then Je sus shouted, “It is
finished!” Thiswasa cry ofvictory.
Jesushad completed the workof
paying forthe sinsofthe world.

Afterthat He said, “Father,
into YourhandsIcommit My sp irit.
Then He bowed Hishead and died.

When Jesusdied, the heavy
curtain in the temple wastom in

”»

half. There wasalso anearthquake.
Rockswere splitapartand graves
were opened. Manybelievers who
had died came outoftheirgraves

New Testament

and appeared in Jerusalem. When the Roman

Captain saw these things, He said, “Surely, this
wasthe SonofGod!”

Outer Aim
Jesus, the Son of God, was crucified.

Disc ussion Questions

1. Where isCyrene located? Whydo you
think Smon wasin Jerusalem at this time ?

2. How was Scripture fulfilled when the
soldierscastlots fordesus’ clothing?
(Matthew 27:35)

3. How wasitpossible forthe thiefon the
crossto receive etemallife?

4. Whatdid Jesussay to show that He was
suffering the pam ofhell?

5. Why could only the sinlessSonofGod pay
the price for the sinsofthe word?

6. What wasthe significance ofthe veilin the
temple being tom in half?

7. Whatdid Jesusmean when He said, “It is
finishe d”?

8. How do youfeelaboutyoursinswhen you
think of what they c o st Je sus?

Inner Aim

Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified to
pay forthe sins of the wodd.
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Using YourBibles - Find the Scripture reference foreach ofthe seven “words” that Je sus
spoke from the cross.

Fatherforgive them......

Tdayyouwilbe with Me in Paradise.

Womanbehold yourson.

My God, My God......

Ithirst.

It is finishe d .

Fatherinto Yourhands......

Passages-Read eachpassage and tellhow itappliesto the story.
Matthew 20:28 -

John 1:29 -

Ephesians 1:7 -

1 Peter1:18-19 -

Hymn - Read the wordsofHymn 179. Tellwhatthese wordsmean to you. Ty to put it into
yourown words.

Prayer

Dearlord Jesus, when IThearagain how You suffered and died formy sins, it
makesme feelvery sorry forallthe wrong Thave done. You tookthe
punishment thatIshould have suffered and willingly died forme. Forgive me for
allthe sinsThave committed and help me to follow in Yourfootstepsdaily. Help
me to show my thankfulnessto Youby my wordsand actions. Help me to love
othersasYoulove me. Keep me faithfulto You and YourHoly Word. In Your
name Ipray. Amen.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus

Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30

The Story

Parents: Review this le sson with yourc hild.

Eady in the moming, (on the day that we
callGood Fiday), Jesuswasled to a hilloutside
ofJerusalem to be crucified. Thismeans He was
nailed to a cross. In those daysunderRoman
law, only the very worst criminals like mbbersand
murderers were put to death in this way. Jesus
hadn’t done anything wrong. He died on the
crossinorderto pay foroursins.

Jesuswas willing to do thisbecause He
lovesusso much. Even when He was hanging
on the crossin so much pain, He showed how He
loved everyone, even Hisenemies. The first thing
He did wasto pray that God would forgive the
men who had nailed Him to the cross.

There were two robbersthat were
crucified with Jesus. One ofthe mbberswas
sorry forhis sins, and he told the otherrobber
that Jesushad done nothing wrong. Jesustold
him that he would be with Jesusin heaven that
day.

Even though Jesus’ body wasvery weak
and ina lotofpain, He thought about others.

He saw Hismother, Mary, at the foot ofthe cross,
and asked Hisdisciple John to take care ofher.

While Jesus wason the cross,itbecame
very darkin the middle ofthe day. During this
time, Je sus was suffering the pain ofbeing
crucified and also the punishment forthe sinsof
the whole word. Thiswasso temble for Him that
He cred out, “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken Me?”

Then Jesus said, “It is finished!” This me ant
that His suffering wasoverand the sins of the
word were paid for. Now everyone who
belevesthatdJesusdied forthem willbe able to
go to heaven.

At the very time that Jesus died, the earth
shookand big mcksspltapart. God was
showing the people thatthiswasnotan ordinary

man that wason the cross. Thiswasthe Son
ofGod.

Only the Son 0ofGod could pay forthe
sins o f the whole word.

Jesus died on the cross for the sins
of the whole world.

Passage

Behold the Iamb of God Who takesaway
the sin ofthe word! John 1:29

Hymn 1H 147

O Chuist, Thou Iamb ofGod, that takest
away the sin ofthe word, have mercy on us!
O Christ, Thou Iamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the word, have mercy on us!
O Chuist, Thou Iamb ofGod, that takest
away the sin of the wodd, grant us Thy
peace! Amen

Prayer

De ardesus,

Ifeelso bad about my sins when I
know how much You had to sufferto pay for
them. Please forgive me forallthe wrong
thingsthat Ido and help me to live as Your
child. Thankyou fordying on the crossfor
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Classroom Ac tivity - Help the chidren complete these picturesby drawing a cross
where you think it should go. Then colorthe pictures.

|
] L\;

Questions
Whatdo you thinkofwhen you see a cross?
Why is the cross so important to us?

Name some placeswhere you might see a cross.
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Classroom Art Activity - Pencil Holder (overa Ig. juice can) -
Help the children colorthiswrapperfora juice can. fyou are using a juice can extend the
wrapperallthe way to the sidesofthe paper. Glue it to the can. kmay also be used without
acanbygliing construction paperunderthe rectangle design and hot gluing the optional
circle below to the bottom ofthe cylinder.

O Chunist, the Iamb of God,
Who takes away the sin of the wond.

optionalpencilholderbottom
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NT  Crucifixion Pt. 1

Teacher’s Notes

God’s Hand in our Lives

STORY 717/03
The Crucifixion of Jesus (Part 1) - Matthew 27:32-44; Mark 15:21-32; Luke 23:26-43; John 19:17-27

TEACHER PRAYER

Dear Lord Jesus, may the love that You demonstrated for me on the cross fill my heart with love and
appreciation. Truly You have rescued my soul from hell through Your innocent sufferings and death. I desire
now to show my love to You by teaching the blessed truths of Your crucifixion to my students. As Your
Holy Spirit has already worked faith in my heart, so also I pray that He might now work through me to
strengthen the faith of these little ones. Give success to my humble effort for Your name's sake. Amen.

VOCABULARY

Cyrene — an important city in Libya, North Africa.

Gall — a poison which when used in small portions and diluted with wine or vinegar became a mind-numbing
narcotic. Jewish women often gave this drug to the condemned.

Cast lots — an ancient form of gambling.

OUTER AIM
The Crucifixion of Jesus, the Son of God.

INNER AIM
Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified to pay for the sins of the world.

BACKGROUND

(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 395 - 403)

It was about 9:00 a.m. when Jesus and the two criminals were nailed to their crosses. Crucifixion was most

often reserved for the very worst criminals, and then only for slaves and non-Roman citizens. The hatred of

the Jews is demonstrated in that they not only wanted Jesus executed, they delighted in His suffering and
asked for crucifixion.

V. 32 (On the way to Calvary, Simon of Cyrene, the women who mourned)

» It was customary for the condemned criminal to carry his own cross to the place of crucifixion.

»  Jesus, however, was exhausted. Not only was He sleep deprived and in anguish of soul, He had also
been whipped by the Romans — a particularly brutal form of punishment.

»  When Jesus collapsed under the load of the cross, the Romans conscripted Simon of Cyrene to carry
the cross.

»  Simon, a Jew from northern Africa, was just entering Jerusalem, probably on his way to celebrate the
Feast of Unleavened Bread.

»  Mark further explains that he is the father of Alexander and Rufus. Most believe that this is the same
Rufus mentioned later by Paul in Romans 16:13 — one who had obviously been converted to
Christianity.

»  Jesus was followed by a great multitude, including women who mourned for Him.

»  We can not be sure of the makeup of this group of women but we are told that the women took pity on
Jesus being a condemned man.

»  Thinking not of Himself but of these women, Jesus turned to them and warned them of the disaster
about to befall Jerusalem.

»  This prophesy was fulfilled forty years later (70 AD) when the Romans under Titus laid siege to
Jerusalem and destroyed the temple.

»  Indeed the eyewitness accounts from the historian Josephus tell us that the suffering in Jerusalem was



unparalleled.

»  Cannibalism was rampant, proving Jesus' words that the women would wish they had never given birth.

V. 33-36 (The nailing to the cross, the wine and gall, the dividing of his garments)

»  They crucified Jesus on the hill outside of Jerusalem called Golgotha, meaning "The Place of the Skull."
The place today is also known in the Christian Church as Calvary, taken from the Latin Calvaria, meaning
"the Skull."

»  Heavy iron nails were used to fasten the condemned to the cross. These nails were most often driven
through the wrists and heels. In Jesus' case we know that the nails did not break a bone (cf. John 19:33-
36 and Psalm 34:20).

»  This helps also to complete the picture of Jesus as our Passover Lamb. No bone of the Passover lambs in
the Old Testament could be broken. (Ex. 12:46 & Num. 9:12)

»  Nails could have been driven between the radius and ulna in the wrist or between the metacarpal palm
bones of the hand without breaking a bone. Likewise a nail could be driven between the metatarsal foot
bones or between the Achilles tendon and the tibia without breaking a bone.

»  Several types of crosses were used by the Romans in crucifixion.

»  Since Pilate attached a sign to the cross above Jesus' head, we can be fairly confident that the common
Latin cross design was probably used.

»  Jesus refused to drink the wine or vinegar mixed with gall since it was a mind-numbing narcotic. He
wanted to drink the cup of suffering to the last drop, in full possession of all His faculties.

» It was the privilege of the Roman soldiers to divide the meager possessions of the one crucified. Gambling
was a favorite pastime among them. This too was in fulfillment of a prophesy in Psalm 22:18.

V. 37 (The sign on the cross above Jesus)

»  Pilate wrote the sign in three languages to ensure that everyone passing by could read what it said.

»  This was meant as an insult to the Jews, whom Pilate blamed for the death of this innocent man.

»  The Jews wanted the sign changed to "He said, T am the King of the Jews." In a rare show of resolve,
Pilate refused to change what he had written.

V. 38-44 (Jesus' first words, "Father forgive them," the mocking and blasphemy)

»  Only Luke records Jesus' first words from the cross, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do."

»  In the midst of such great agony Jesus' thoughts and prayers are for His tormenters.

»  What perfect love! Jesus recognized what the soldiers and the Jews did not — the enormity of the sin of
crucifying the very Son of God. In great love Jesus wanted even this great sin to be charged to His own
account.

»  The soldiers, the Jews watching, the people passing by, even the two criminals crucified with Him began
to mock and blaspheme Jesus as He hung on the cross.

»  The cruelty directed against the perfect, meek, loving Savior of all mankind is beyond our comprehension.

»  Truly the evil hatred of man and devil was being meted out upon the sinless Son of God.

Luke 23:39-43 (Jesus' words to the repentant criminal)

»  The words and actions of Jesus have the desired effect upon one of those crucified with him.

»  In faith the man defends Jesus from the blasphemy of the other malefactor and asks Jesus to remember
him.

»  Intelling the man that he would be with him "today in paradise" Jesus signifies the transition at death from
time to eternity. Jesus said "today" because time stopped for the man at death. This was to be his last day,
for he was about to enter eternity. It is difficult for our human minds to comprehend timelessness, and how
there is no passage of time for those who through death are carried into eternity.
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John 19:25-27 (Jesus' words to His mother Mary and John)

»  Several believers were also present in the crowd near the cross, among them were Jesus' mother and the
Apostle John.

»  Even at this point in His suffering Jesus' thoughts center on the needs of others.

»  In tender love He considers the sorrow of his dear mother.

»  Mary loved Jesus as no other mother could love her child, for she loved Him both as her own son and as
her Savior.

»  Jesus offers to His mother the Apostle John as her son.

»  To John (the disciple Jesus loved) Jesus offered Mary as his mother. Jesus knew that John would not be
martyred but would live to be an old man.

»  He was the perfect choice to care for Mary as she grew old.

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Jesus, when I hear again all of the misery You had to suffer because of what I have done wrong, it makes
me feel very sorry and ashamed. Please forgive me for causing You such agony by my sins. Though You
suffered greatly for me, now I also know that You rose again from the dead and now live glorified in heaven!
Help me always to repent of my sins, and to look only to You for forgiveness and eternal life. How I look
forward to seeing You as You are now in heaven! Please hold me in Your hand until that day. Amen.

PRESENTATION

Present the story in all its various points using the harmony prepared for that purpose.

APPLICATIONS

1.  Whom would we probably be thinking about if we had to suffer like Jesus? (Ourselves.) Whom did Jesus
think about? (Everyone else.)

2. The example of Jesus on the cross teaches us that even when we are punished unjustly we are still never
to seek revenge. Think of all that was done to Jesus. What caused His suffering? (My sins.) Has anyone
ever done anything to us as bad as what we caused Jesus to suffer? What then should we do to people
who hurt us, no matter what they do? (Forgive them, as Jesus did.)

3. There is nothing to indicate that the repentant thief was baptized, yet Jesus said that he would go to
heaven. What does this tell us about baptism?

PASSAGES

These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower

Mark 16:16 - He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.
John 1:29- Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Ephesians 1:7 - We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Middle any of the above and...

1 John 2:2 - And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
Matthew 20:28 - The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.
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Upper any of the above and...

2 Corinthians 5:19 - God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,
and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

1 Peter 1:18-19 - ...Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, ...but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

HYMN CHOICES

"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" (TLH #175)
"On My Heart Imprint Thine Image" (TLH #179)
"Lord Jesus, We Give Thanks to Thee" (TLH #173)
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