oT The First Passover

Teacher’s Notes

God’s Hand in Our Lives

STORY
The Tenth Plague: The First Passover - Exodus 12

TEACHER PRAYER

Heavenly Father, I thank You that while You have hidden the mystery of Your salvation from the wise and
prudent, You have revealed it to children. Impress upon me the seriousness of my high calling as a teacher
and enable the love of Christ to shine forth through my teaching. I pray that You would help me see Jesus
in this story of Your great Old Testament salvation act of deliverance. Amen

VOCABULARY

Passover - the Jewish festival commemorating God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt
leaven - yeast, that which makes bread rise

firstborn - the oldest child in a family

OUTER AIM
God saved his people from death and delivered them from Egypt.

INNER AIM

Jesus, our Passover Lamb, is sacrificed for us.

BACKGROUND

God told Moses to prepare the people for their Exodus from Egypt. The difference between Israel and
Egypt and between Jehovah and the gods of Egypt was about to be revealed in a final cataclysmic stroke
from God. The judgment would be the death of the firstborn (11:4-7).

The Passover celebrates the most important salvation act of the Old Testament. The date the Passover
took place would become the first month of the Jewish new year emphasizing the importance of the
Passover. This month had been named Abib meaning "ears" because the "ears" of grain appeared in
this month (March-April depending on the new moon). This is why the date of Easter corresponding to
the Passover is always in March or April. This month of Abib is now called Nisan because of the
"Passover" sacrifice chosen by each household.

Four days before the Passover took place, a one-year-old male lamb or kid without a blemish was to be
sacrificed. The meat of the lamb would have to be totally eaten by a family or group of families. The blood
was to be caught in a basin and then “struck” with a branch of hyssop on the two sideposts and the upper
doorpost of the house. Hyssop in ancient times was often considered to have cleansing properties.

The blood of a lamb or goat was to be applied directly to the house to make atonement for its inhabitants
and convert it to an altar. Seeing the blood, Jehovah would pass over the door and spare the inhabitants of
the house. The name ““passover’” or “pascha’ literally expressed the meaning of this observance. The
sacrificial meal consisted of the lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The bitter herbs symbolized the
bitterness of the afflictions in Egypt. The unleavened bread symbolized the removal of the old corruption
and the need to leave in a hurry. Finally, the Passover lamb symbolized God’s great Old Testament act of
act of salvation and the deliverance of His people from Egypt.

At midnight, God’s judgment came upon Egypt. About midnight Jehovah passed through the land of Egypt
and a great cry went up. Pharaoh begged the children of Israel to leave. He even gave them the wealth of
Egypt to leave Egypt immediately lest “we all be dead men.”



God’s salvation was to be a perpetual memory, as each year the Jews were to celebrate the Passover and
explain the deliverance of God. Every year at this time, God’s people were to reenact the Passover meal that
would bring to remembrance God’s great salvation act. When the children would ask, “Why are we eating this
lamb and unleavened bread, and bitter herbs?”” the parents would then tell them how God had delivered His
people from Egypt. The observance of the Passover was to be followed by a “feast of unleavened bread,”
lasting for seven days in which all leaven or yeast was to be purged or removed from the households.

Israel left Egypt with 600,000 men of military age. The total number of the Children of Israel was probably
about two million.

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Jesus, You are the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We pray that you would help us
see how You delivered Your people out of Egypt protecting them from death through the blood of the
Passover Lamb. Help us to believe that the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, protects us from death. Amen.

PRESENTATION
It is important that the teacher review the previous story of the first nine plagues or strokes. Stress the stubborn
opposition of Pharaoh to the Jehovah and how senseless it was for Pharaoh to oppose God.

Some have actually reenacted a Jewish Passover meal. It might be interesting to have at least a sample of lamb,
unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs. As you tell the story, you can emphasize the “‘shadow’ pictures of
these elements in the Passover meal.

Discuss the story in the context of the feeling of horror Pharaoh and the Egyptians felt when they discovered
what had happened that night. Now they couldn’t wait to get rid of God’s people. This will lead into the next
story as you reveal the depth of Pharaoh’s opposition to God.

It is also important to connect this story with Jesus. The Bible reveals that the lamb which was killed was a
shadow picture of Jesus. In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Christ is called “our Passover Who was sacrificed for us.”
Jesus is the Passover Lamb, Whose blood protects and delivers us from eternal death. In 1 Peter 1:17-18 in a
reference to the Passover lamb, Jesus is referred to as the “lamb without blemish or spot.” It is the blood of
Jesus, the Lamb of God that redeems us from sin and death.

Before Jesus died on the cross, He celebrated the last Passover with His disciples. It is called the last Passover
because Jesus was establishing the “new covenant” or “new testament” through His death on the cross. Jesus’
blood would deliver His people from death by giving them the forgiveness of their sins. In keeping with the Old
Testament meal of remembrance, Jesus gave His believers a New Testament meal of remembrance. Jesus

took the unleavened bread and the wine from the Old Testament Passover and gave them to His disciples
saying, “This is my body. This is my blood shed for you.” We are to partake of this meal in remembrance of
Him, that is remembering what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross.

APPLICATIONS
1. What was the meaning of the Passover for Old Testament Israel?
2. What is the deeper meaning as seen in the cross of Jesus, cf. I Peter 1: 18-20? Why do you think that

Jesus’ death occurred at the time of the Passover?
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3. What was the Old Testament significance of the lamb, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs? What
were the people to remember?
4. What is the shadow picture of the Old Testament Passover as it relates to Jesus?
a. What does the Passover lamb picture for us? (1 Peter 1:18-19)
b. What does the unleavened bread picture? 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

5. When we celebrate communion, what are we to remember?

6. It is important to stress that this Old Testament salvation act of God pointed to a greater salvation act in
the death of Jesus. We understand the Sacrament of the Altar better against the backdrop of the
Passover Meal.

PASSAGES

These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower
John 1:29 - Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Middle any of the above and...
1 Peter 1:19 - You were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.

1 Corinthians 5:7 - Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us.

Upper any of the above and...

1 Peter 1:18-19 - Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

1 Corinthians 11:24-25 - Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you, do this in remembrance of
Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

HYMN CHOICES

“O Christ, Thou Lamb Of God” (TLH 147)
“Lamb Of God, Pure And Holy” (TLH 146)
“The Day Of Resurrection” (TLH 205:1)
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The Tenth Plague/The First Passover
Exodus 12
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The Story

lhourlastlesson we leamed aboutthe
nine plaguesortroubles God sent Egypt. The
picture on thispage willhelp youremember.
Why did God se nd the se trouble s? Did
Pharmaohlet God’speople leave hiscountry?

Today’slesson willtellofthe last
plague sentto Egypt. Will Pharaoh finally le t
the people leave? Let’s find o ut.

God told Mosesabouta very
mportantday - the Passover. Why
wasitcalled the Passover?

™ getready forthe Passover
every famiy of God’speople should
take an unblemished lamb and kil it.
Then they should take some ofthe
blood and putiton the doorpostsof
the house. The meatofthe lamb
should be masted and eaten with
unleaven bread and bitterherbs. The
mealshould be eaten in a hurry and
they should be ready to leave.

The people ofGod did as Moses
told them.

At midnight the LORD passed
overthe housesofGod’speople who
had the blood ofthe lamb on the
doormpost. The IORD killed the firstbom
ofanyin Egypt who did not have
blood on theirdoorpostsand He also

killed the firstbom oftheirlvestock.

Do yousee why it wascalled the
Passover?

Pharaoh’s firstbom died and he
wasvery sad. hallof Egypt there was
a greatcrybecause nota house was
without someone dead.

Pharaoh called Mosesand Aaron
that night and said, “Getup and go

Old Testament

out from my people. Go serve the
IORD asyou have said. Thke
youranimalsand go.”

Allof God’speople
mmediately left Egypt where
they had lived for430 years. The
people of Egypt had given them
siver, gold and clothing before
they left. There wasa great
numberofpeople. Possibly as
many as 2,000,000 people plusall
oftheiranimalsleft Egyptthat
day.

God saved His people from
death and de livered them

from Egypt.
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God commanded the people to We no longer
celebrate the Passoverevery yearat
the same time. They would have the
same mealoflamb, unleavened bread
and bitterherbs. They would tell their shed Hisblood on the cross
chidren how the IORD passed over to take away oursins. We
theirhousesin Egyptso thatnone of are now saved from death

their firstbom was kille d . and given life and heaven.

celebrate the Passover
because Jesus, the
perfect lamb of God

Je sus, our PassoverlLamb, was sacrnficed for us.

Activity One - Get the lamb to the doorpost following the path. Write the letters ir
boxesunderthe maze asyougo along. It willspella very important word from today’

£ P A

Hidden Word:

Passage

John 1:29 “Behold! The Iamb of God who takesaway the sin of the
world!”
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Activity TWo - race the linesorglue stripsof paperorpopsicle sticks to make a
doorway and a cross. Paintorcolorred on the doorpost to show how the blood of the
wasplaced forthe Passover. Paintorcolorred on the ends ofthe crossto show the b
the Lamb o0f God shed foroursins with the nails to hishandsand feet and the crown ¢
thorns on His head.

The
First
Passover
Je sus,
the
Iamb of
God

Hymn - TLH 147

O Chrst, Thou Iamb of God, thattakest away
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!

O Chrst, Thou Ilamb of God, thattakest away
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!

O Christ, Thou Iamb of God, thattakest away
The sin ofthe word, grant us Thy peace!

Prayer

DearFatherin Heaven,
Thank You forsending Jesus, the Iamb ofGod, to save usfrom death in hell
Help usto tellothersaboutthisperfect Savior. n Jesus’ name. Amen.
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The Story

hourlast lesson we leamed about the
nine plaguesortroubles God sent Egypt. The
picture on thispage willhelp you remember.
Why did God se nd the se trouble s? Did
Pharmohlet God’speople leave hiscountry?
Bday’slesson willtellofthe last plague
sent to Egypt. Will Pharaoh finally let the people
leave? Iet’s find out.

God told Mosesabouta very
mportant day--the Passover. Why was it
called the Passover?

™ getready forthe Passover, Moses
told every family of God’speople that
they should take a perfectlamb and kill
it. Then they should take some of the
blood and putiton the doorpostsofthe
house. The meatofthe lamb should be
rmasted and eaten with unleavened
bread, bread with no yeastin it, and
bitterherbs. The mealshould be eaten in
a hunry and they should be ready to
leave.

The people 0fGod did as Moses
told them.

At midnight, the IORD passed over
the housesofGod’speople who had the
blood ofthe lamb on the doormpost. The
IORD killed the firstbom ofeveryone in
FEgypt who did not have blood on their
doorposts. He also killed the firstbom of

theirlive stoc k.
Do you see why it wascalled the
Passover?

Pharaoh’s firstbom died and he was
very sad. nallof Egyptthere wasa great
cry because nota house was without
someone dead.

Pharaoh called Mosesand Aaron

Old Testament 2
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that night and said, “Getup and
go outfrom my people. Go serve
the IORD asyou have said. Take
youranimalsand go.”

Allof God’speople
mmediately left Egypt where they
had lived for430 years. The people
of Egypt had given them silver,
gold and clothing before they left.
There wasa great numberof
people. Possibly asmany as
2,000,000 people plusalloftheir
animalsleft Egyptthatday.

God saved His people fiom
death and de ivered them

from Egypt.

God commanded the
people to celebrate the Passover
every yearat the same time. They
would have the same mealof
lamb, unleavened bread and
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bitterherbs. They would tell theirc hidren Iamb ofGod, shed Hisblood on
how the IORD passed overtheirhousesin the crossto take away oursins. We
Egyptso that none oftheirfiustbom was are now saved from death and
killed . We no longercelebrate the given life and heaven.
Passoverbecause Jesus, the perfect

Je sus, our Passoverlamb, was sacrificed forus.

Activity One - Wiite the letterofthe comectanswerin the blank.

1. He wasrulerof Egypt. A. lamb

2. God sent 10 of these troublesto convince B unle avened
the Pharah to let God’speople leave Egypt. bread

3. _____ This wa s the last trouble God sent.

4. The ofthe Egyptians and Lvestock €. Jesus
died D. Pharaoh

5 This unblemished animalwaskilled.

6. Bitterherbs and this were eaten. E firstb o m

7. God’speople were saved from death by F blood
spreading thison theirdoorpo sts.

8 He isthe perfect Passoverlamb. plagues

H  Passover
Passages

“Behold! The Iamb of God who takesaway the sin ofthe word!”
John 1:29b

Chrnst, ourPassoverwassacrficed forus. 1 Cornnthians 5:7b
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Hymn - H 147

O Christ, Thou Iamb ofGod, thattakestaway
The sin of the word, have mercy upon us!

O Christ, Thou Iamb ofGod, thattakestaway
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!

O Christ, Thou Iamb ofGod, thattakestaway
The sin ofthe wondd, grant us Thy peace!

Prayer

DearFatherin Heaven,
Thank You forsending Je sus, the lamb of God, to save usfrom death in hell
Help usto tellothersaboutthisperfect Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Acﬁvity TWo - Tace the Iinesorglue stripsofpaperorpopsicle stic ksto make a
doorway and a cross. Paintorcolorred on the doorpostto show how the blood ofthe lamb
wasplaced forthe Passover. Paintorcolorred on the endsofthe crossto show the blood
the Iamb of God shed foroursins from the nailsto Hishandsand feet and the cown of
thoms to Hishead.

The
Passover
Je sus,
the
Lamb of
God
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The Tenth Plague/The First Passover

Exodus 12

How many ofthe nine plagues from the lastlesson can
youname? Se page 2forhelp.

God sent a tenth and fmalplague that would convince
Pharaohto let God’speople leave Egypt. Whatisthat
plague?

The man in the picture atthe rightisdoing some thing
commanded by God to save hisfamily and him. Iet us
read more aboutthatplague.

Prayer
DearHeavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirt into
my heart aswe study Your Word. Help me to leam about

the Passoverlamb and about Jesus, ourtrue Passover
Iamb who died forthe whole word’s sins. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Tenth Plague & The First Passover

The Passover Fe ast Institute d ke e p it until the fourteenth day of the

Now the IORD spoke to Moses and same month. Then the whole assembly of
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, {2} "This the congregation of kraelshallkillit at

.. ’ ) twilight. {7} And they shalltake some ofthe

month shallbe yourbeginning of months; it .
shallbe the first month ofthe yearto you. blood a.nd putiton the two doorpostsand
{3} Speakto allthe congregation of Emel on the lintelofthe houses where theyeat
saying: 'On the tenth day of this month it. {8} Then they shalleat the flesh on that

every man shalltake forhimselfa lamb, nig ht; masteq - ﬁ.xe, with unleavened
acconding to the house ofhisfather, a bread and with bitterherbsthey shalleat
lamb fora household. {4} And if the ’ it. {9} Do noteatitraw, norboiled atal

ho use hold is to o sma]iforthe lamb . lot him with water, but masted in fire ; its head with
and his neighbornext to his house ‘,cake i itslegs and its entrails. {10} You shalllet

according to the numberofthe persons; none ofitremain untimoming, and what
according to each man'sneed you shall remains of it untiimoming you shallbum
make yourcountforthe lamb. {5} Your with fire. {11} And thus you shalleat it: with
lamb shallbe withoutblemish, a male of a beltonyourwaist, yoursandalson your
the fist year. You may take it from the feet,and yourstaffin yourhand. So you

sheep orfrom the goats. {6} Now you shall

God’s Hand in Our Lives A
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shalleatitin haste. kisthe Iord's Passover.
{12} 'ForIwillpassthrough the land of
Egypton that night,
and will strike all the
firstbom in the land of
Egypt,both man and
beast;and againstall
the godsofEgypt Iwil
execute judgment: I
am the IORD. {13} Now
the blood shallbe a
sign foryou on the
houseswhere you are.
And when Isee the
blood,Iwilpassover
you; and the plague
shallnotbe on you to

destroy you when I
strike the land of

@yp t.’ »

The First Passover

{21} Then Mo ses
called forallthe eldersofkraeland said to
them, "Pickout and take lambsfor
yourselvesaccording to yourfamilies, and
kill the Passoverlamb. {22} And you shall
take a bunch ofhyssop, dip it in the blood
thatisin the basin, and strike the linteland
the two doorposts with the blood thatisin
the basin. And none ofyou shallgo outof
the doorofhis house until moming. {23} For
the IORD willpass through to strike the
Egyptians; and when He seesthe blood on
the linteland on the two doorpo sts, the
IORD willpassoverthe doorand notallow
the destroyerto come into yourhouses to
strike you. {24} And you shallobserve this
thing asan ordinance foryou and your
sons forever. {25} Ewilcome to passwhen
you come to the land which the IORD will
give you, just as He promised, that you shall
keep thisservice. {26} And it shallbe, when
yourchildren say to you, Whatdo you
mean by thisservice?' {27} that you shall
say, 'tisthe Passoversacrifice ofthe LORD,

Old Testament

who passed overthe housesofthe
chidren oflsraelin Egypt when He struck
the Egyptians and
delivered our
households."" So the
people bowed their
headsand worshiped.
{28} Then the c hildren
of raelwentaway
and did so;just asthe
IORD had
commanded Moses
and Aarn, so they
did.

{29} And it
came to passat
midnight that the
LORD struc k all the
firstbom in the land of
Egypt, from the
firstbom of Pharaoh
who sat on his throne
to the firstbom of the
captive who wasin the dungeon, and all
the firstbom oflivestock. {30} So Pharaoh
ro se in the night, he, allhis servants, and all
the Egyptians; and there wasa greatcry in
Egypt, forthere wasnota house where
there wasnotone dead.

{31} Then he called forMoses and
Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from
among my people, both you and the
children ofkrael And go, serve the LORD
asyou have said. {32} Also take yourflocks
and yourherds, asyou have said,and be
gone;and blessme also."

{33} And the Egyptiansurged the
people, thatthey might send them outof
the land in haste. Forthey said, "We shallall
be dead." {34} So the people tooktheir
doughbefore t wasleavened, having
theirkneading bowlsbound up in their
clotheson theirshoulders. {35} Now the
children of kraelhad done according to
the word of Moses, and they had asked
from the Egyptiansarticlesofsilver, articles
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ofgold, and clothing. {36} And the IORD outofEgyptand could not wait, norhad

had given the people favorin the sightof they prepared provisions forthemselves.
the Egyptians, so thatthey granted them {40} Now the sojoum ofthe children
whatthey requested. Thusthey plundered of kmelwho lived in FEgypt was four
the Egyptians. hundred and thity years. {41} And it came
{37} Then the children of krael to passatthe end ofthe fourhundred and
joumeyed from Ramesesto Succoth, thirty years; on that very same day;itcame
about six hundred thousand men on foot, to passthatallthe amiesofthe LORD
besideschidren. {38} A mixed multitude wentout from the land of Egypt. {42} kKisa

nightofsolemn observance to the IORD
forbringing them outofthe land of
Egypt. Thisis that night ofthe IORD, a
solemn observance forallthe chidren of
Iraelthroughout theirgenerations.

went up with them also, and flocks
and herds;a greatdealoflivestock.
{39} And they baked unleavened
cakesofthe dough which they had
broughtoutofEgypt; forit wasnot
leavened,because they were driven

Outer Aim
God saved His people from death and delivered them from Egypt.

What God Tells Us - Draw lines to match up the two (2) columnscomparing the lamb of
the Passoverfeast and Jesus, ourPassoverlamb.

Iamb ofthe PassoverFeast Jesus, ourPassoverIlamb

without blemish =+ +blood shed on the cross
savesus from etemaldeath
killed +
=+ witho ut sin
blood saved the fistbom from death 4+
+ killed
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What the Story Tells Us - Crossword Puzzle - Fllin the crossword puzzle using words from

the Word Box.
PASSO VER BIOOD HERBS PHARAOH FIRSTBO RN
IAMB PIAGUES JESUS BREAD
ACROSS

2.God sent 10 ____ upon Egypt.
4.The ____celebration would
take place each year.
5.All____ofthe Egyptians were
killed.

7.The ____wasspread on the
doormpostsofthe Jews homes.
8. An unblemished _ was
sacrficed.

DOWN

1. isthe perfect Sacrifice.
3.Bitter____ were eaten.
4. would notlet God’s
people leave Egypt.

6. Unleaven __ waseaten.

Your Tum - Draw a picture of

a Passovermeal Be sure to labelthe three (3) thingsin the mealthat God commanded for

the Old TestamentJewsto eat.

Old Testament
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Inner Aim - Jesus, ourPassoverlamb, was sacrificed for us.

Passages - Hllin the missing words from the Bible passages. Use yourBible if you need
help.

John 1:29 “Behold! The of God who takesaway the of
the J
1 Cornnthians 5:7 ... Christ our ,wassacrficed forus.
(Youwere redeemed ...) 1 Peter1:19 ... with the precious of Christ, as
ofa lamb without and witho ut

Hymn - TTH 147

O Chrst, Thou lamb ofGod, that takest away
The sin ofthe wond, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Iamb ofGod, thattakest away
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!
O Chrst, Thou lamb ofGod, that takest away
The sin ofthe word, grant us Thy peace!

Prayer

Deardesus,

You are the Iamb ofGod thattakesaway the sin ofthe word. We pray that you
would help ussee how Youdelivered Yourpeople outof Egypt protecting them from death
through the blood ofthe Passoverlamb. Help usto believe thatthe blood of Jesus, the
perfect Passoverlamb, protectsusfrom etemaldeath in helland give s us life in heaven.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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The Tenth Plague/The First Passover

Exodus 12

How many of the nine plaguesfrom the lastlessoncan you
name? See page 2 forhelp.

Aftereach plague Pharaoh promisesto let God’speople go
from Egypt but then changeshis promise. n Exodus 11 God
promises a tenth plague that would guarantee Pharaoh
would release the kraelites. Iet us study that finalplague.

Prayer

DearHeavenly Father, Please send YourHoly Spirt into my
heart through YourWord that we are about to study. Help me
to leam about the Passoverlamb and about Jesus, ourtrue
Passoverlamb who died forthe whole word’s sins. In Je sus’
name.Amen.

The Tenth Plague & The First Passover

The PassoverFe ast Institute d take it from

Now the IORD spoke to Moses and
Aaron in the land of Egypt,
saying, {2} "This month shallbe
yourbeginning of months; it
shallbe the first month of the
yearto you. {3} "Speakto all
the congregation of krael,
saying: 'On the tenth dayof
thismonth every man shall
take forhimselfa lamb,
according to the house of his
father,a lamb fora
household. {4} 'And if the
household istoo smallforthe
lamb, let him and hisneighbor

“@2 F&%
next to his house take it -
according to the numberof

the persons;according to each man's
need you shallmake yourcount forthe
lamb. {5} Yourlamb shallbe without
blemish, a male ofthe first year. You may

kil 1 f
o 0
/8 M
&8

shalllet non

the sheep orfrom the goats.

{6} 'Now you shallkeep it until the

fourteenth day ofthe same
mo nth. Then the whole
assembly ofthe congregation
of kraelshallkillit at twilight. {7}
'‘And they shalltake some of

~ the blood and putit on the two

doormpostsand on the lintelof
the houses where theyeat it.
{8} "Then they shalleat the flesh
on that night; masted in fire,
with unleavened bread and

* with bitterherbs they shalleat

it. {9} 'Do noteatitraw, nor
boiled atallwith water, but

" roasted in fire; its head with its

legsand its entrails. {10} 'You
e ofit remain untid moming,

and whatremainsofit untimoming you
shallbum with fire. {11} 'And thus you shall
eatit: with a belt on yourwaist, your
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sandalson yourfeet, and yourstaffin your
hand. So you shalleatitin haste. It is the
Iord's Passover. {12} ForIwillpassthrough
the land of Egypt on that night, and will
strike allthe firstbom in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast;and against all the
godsofEgyptIwillexecute judgment: lam
the IORD. {13} 'Now the blood shallbe a
sign foryou on the houses where you are.
And when Isee the blood, Iwillpassover
you; and the plague shallnotbe on
you to destroy you when Istrike the
land of Egypt.

The First Passover

{21} Then Mosescalled forall
the eldersoflsraeland said to them,
"Pickout and take lambsforyourselves
according to yourfamilies, and kill the
Passoverlamb. {22} "And you shalltake a
bunch ofhyssop, dip it in the blood thatis
in the basin, and strike the linteland the
two doorposts with the blood thatisin the
basin. And none ofyou shallgo out ofthe
doorofhishouse until moming. {23} "Forthe
IORD willpass through to strike the
Fgyptians; and when He seesthe blood on
the linteland on the two doorposts, the
IORD willpassoverthe doorand notallow
the destroyerto come into yourhouses to
strike you. {24} "And you shallobserve this
thing asanordinance foryou and your
sons forever. {25} "Ewilcome to passwhen
youcome to the land which the LORD will
give you, just as He promised, that you shall
keep thisservice. {26} "And it shallbe, when
yourchildren say to you, Whatdo you
mean by thisservice?' {27} "that you shall
say, 'tisthe Passoversacrifice ofthe LORD,
who passed overthe housesof the
chidrenoflsraelin Egypt when He struck
the Egyptiansand delivered our
households."" So the people bowed their
headsand worshiped. {28} Then the
chidrenoflsraelwentaway and did so;
just asthe IORD had commanded Moses
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and Aaron, so they did.

{29} And itcame to passatmidnight
that the LORD struc k all the firstbom in the
land of Egypt, from the fistbom of Pharaoh
who saton histhrone to the firstbom of the
captive who wasin the dungeon, and all
the firstbom oflivestock. {30} So Pharaoh
ro se in the night, he, allhis servants, and all
the Egyptians; and there wasa greatcry in
Fgypt, forthere wasnota house where
there wasnotone dead.

{31} Then he called forMoses and
Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out
from among my people,both you and
the children of krael And go, serve the
IORD asyou have said. {32} "Also take
yourflocksand yourherds, asyou have
said, and be gone;and blessme also."

{33} And the Egyptiansurged the
people, thatthey might send them outof
the land in haste. Forthey said, "We shallall
be dead." {34} So the people tooktheir
doughbefore it wasleavened, having
theirkneading bowls bound up in their
clotheson theirshoulders. {35} Now the
chidren oflsraelhad done according to
the word of Moses, and they had asked
from the Egyptiansarticlesofsilver, article s
ofgold, and clothing. {36} And the LORD
had given the people favorin the sightof
the Egyptians, so thatthey granted them
whatthey requested. Thusthey plundered
the Egyptians.

{37} Then the children of krael
joumeyed from Ramesesto Succoth,
about six hundred thousand menon foot,
besideschidren. {38} A mixed multitude
went up with them also, and flocks and
herds;a greatdealoflivestock. {39} And
they baked unleavened cakesofthe
dough which they had broughtoutof
Egypt; forit wasnotleavened, because
they were driven out of Egypt and could
not wait, norhad they prepared provisions
forthemselves.
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{40} Now the sojoum ofthe children wentout from the land of Egypt. {42} kKisa

of sraelwho lived in Egypt was four nightofsolemn observance to the LORD
hundred and thity years. {41} And itcame forbringing them outofthe land of Egypt.
to passatthe end ofthe fourhundred and This is that night of the IORD, a solemn
thirty years; on that very same day;itcame observance forallthe chidren of krael

to passthatallthe amies ofthe IORD througho ut theirgenerations.

Outer Aim

God saved His people from death and delivered them from Egypt.

What the Story Tells Us - Change these false sentencesto true sentencesby crossing out
the wrong word (s) and writing the comect word above it.

1. The IORD spoke to Mosesand Abraham about the Passoverfeast.

2. The lamb that waskilled should be sic kly.

3. The blood from the lamb wasto be spread on the ground.

4. The feastincluded unleavened bread, bitterherhsand boiled lamb.

5. The IORD would visit the homesthathad blood on the doorposts.

6. The youngestchild in the family ofthe Egyptianswaskilled.

7. Pharaoh told Mosesand God’speople to stay in Egypt.

8. The children of sraelgotclothing and copperand silverite ms from the Egyptians.
9. There were 6,000 men thatleft Egypt.

10. 'The chidren oflkraelhad been in Egypt 100 ye ars.

What God Tells Us - Compare the lamb ofthe Passoverfeast and Jesus, ourPassover
lamb by completing the chartbelow. The answersare below the chart, but mixed up.

Iamb of the PassoverFeast Jesus, ourPassoverlamb
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witho ut ble mish blood shed on the cross kille d

savesus from etemal
death

kille d blood saved the
witho ut sin firstbom from death

YourTum - Draw a picture ofa Passovermealordescribe the meal Be sure to labelthe
three (3) thingsin the mealthat God commanded forthe Old Testament Jewsto eat.
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Inner Aim - Jesus, ourPassoverlamb, was sacrificed for us.

Passages - Fllin the missing words from the Bible passages. Use yourBible if you need help.

John 1:29 “Behold! The ofGod who takesaway the of the

”»

1 Cornthians 5:7 Christ our issacuficed forus.

1 Peter1:18-19 Knowing the you were not with cormuptible things,

like or ,from youraimlessconductreceived by

tradition from yourfathers, but with the precious of Christ,asofa lamb

witho ut and without

Hymn - TIH # 147

O Christ, Thou Iamb of God, thattakestaway
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Iamb ofGod, thattakestaway
The sin ofthe word, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Iamb of God, thattakestaway
The sin ofthe word, grant us'Thy peace!

Prayer

Deardesus,

You are the Iamb ofGod thattakesaway the sin ofthe wordd. We pray that You
would help ussee how Youdelivered Yourpeople outof Egypt protecting them from death
through the blood ofthe Passoverlamb. Help usto believe thatthe blood of Jesus, the
perfect Passoverlamb, protectsusfrom etemaldeath in helland gives uslife in heaven. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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OT  The First Passover

Teacher’s Notes

God’s Hand in our Lives

STORY 7/31/2003
The Tenth Plague: The First Passover - Exodus 12

TEACHER PRAYER

Heavenly Father, I thank You that while You have hidden the mystery of Your salvation from the wise and
prudent, You have revealed it to children. Impress upon me the seriousness of my high calling as a teacher
and enable the love of Christ to shine forth through my teaching. I pray that You would help me see Jesus in
this story of Your great Old Testament salvation act of deliverance. Amen

VOCABULARY

Passover - the Jewish festival commemorating God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt
leaven - yeast, that which makes bread rise

firstborn - the oldest child in a family

OUTER AIM
God saved his people from death and delivered them from Egypt.

INNER AIM

Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.

BACKGROUND

God told Moses to prepare the people for their Exodus from Egypt. The difference between Israel and
Egypt and between Jehovah and the gods of Egypt was about to be revealed in a final cataclysmic stroke
from God. The judgment would be the death of the firstborn (11:4-7).

The Passover celebrates the most important salvation act of the Old Testament. The date the Passover took
place would become the first month of the Jewish new year emphasizing the importance of the Passover.
This month had been named Abib meaning "ears" because the "ears" of grain appeared in this month (March-
April depending on the new moon). This is why the date of Easter corresponding to the Passover is always in
March or April. This month of Abib is now called Nisan because of the "Passover" sacrifice chosen by each
household.

Four days before the Passover took place, a male lamb or kid not yet one year old and without a blemish,
was prepared to be sacrificed. The meat of the lamb would have to be totally eaten by a family or group of
families. The blood was to be caught in a basin and then “struck’ with a branch of hyssop on the two side
posts and the upper doorpost of the house. Hyssop in ancient times was often considered to have cleansing
properties.

The blood of a lamb or goat was to be applied directly to the house to make atonement for its inhabitants and
convert it to an altar. Seeing the blood, Jehovah would pass over the door and spare the inhabitants of the
house. The name “passover” or “pascha” literally expressed the meaning of this observance. The sacrificial
meal consisted of the lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The bitter herbs symbolized the bitterness of
the afflictions in Egypt. The unleavened bread symbolized the removal of the old corruption and the need to
leave in a hurry. Finally, the Passover lamb symbolized God’s great Old Testament act of act of salvation
and the deliverance of His people from Egypt.
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At midnight, God’s judgment came upon Egypt. About midnight Jehovah passed through the land of Egypt and
a great cry went up. Pharaoh begged the children of Israel to leave. He even gave them the wealth of Egypt to
leave Egypt immediately lest “we all be dead men.” God’s salvation was to be a perpetual memory, as each
year the Jews were to celebrate the Passover and explain the deliverance of God. Every year at this time,
God’s people were to reenact the Passover meal that would bring to remembrance God’s great salvation act.
When the children would ask, “Why are we eating this lamb and unleavened bread, and bitter herbs?” the
parents would then tell them how God had delivered His people from Egypt. The observance of the Passover
was to be followed by a “feast of unleavened bread,” lasting for seven days in which all leaven or yeast was to
be purged or removed from the households.

Israel left Egypt with 600,000 men of military age. The total number of the Children of Israel was probably
about two million.

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Jesus, You are the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We pray that you would help us
see how You delivered Your people out of Egypt protecting them from death through the blood of the
Passover Lamb. Help us to believe that the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, protects us from death. Amen.

PRESENTATION
It is important that the teacher review the previous story of the first nine plagues or strokes. Stress the stubborn
opposition of Pharaoh to the Jehovah and how senseless it was for Pharaoh to oppose God.

Some have actually reenacted a Jewish Passover meal. It might be interesting to have at least a sample of lamb,
unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs. As you tell the story, you can emphasize the “‘shadow” pictures of these
elements in the Passover meal.

Discuss the story in the context of the feeling of horror Pharaoh and the Egyptians felt when they discovered
what had happened that night. Now they couldn’t wait to get rid of God’s people. This will lead into the next
story as you reveal the depth of Pharaoh’s opposition to God.

It is also important to connect this story with Jesus. The Bible reveals that the lamb which was killed was a
shadow picture of Jesus. In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Christ is called “our Passover Who was sacrificed for us.” Jesus
is the Passover Lamb, Whose blood protects and delivers us from eternal death. In 1 Peter 1:17-18 in a
reference to the Passover lamb, Jesus is referred to as the “lamb without blemish or spot.” It is the blood of
Jesus, the Lamb of God that redeems us from sin and death.

Before Jesus died on the cross, He celebrated the last Passover with His disciples. It is called the last Passover
because Jesus was establishing the “new covenant” or “new testament” through His death on the cross. Jesus’
blood would deliver His people from death by giving them the forgiveness of their sins. In keeping with the Old
Testament meal of remembrance, Jesus gave His believers a New Testament meal of remembrance. Jesus took
the unleavened bread and the wine from the Old Testament Passover and gave them to His disciples saying,
“This is my body. This is my blood shed for you.” We are to partake of this meal in remembrance of Him, that
is remembering what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross.
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APPLICATIONS

1. What was the meaning of the Passover for Old Testament Israel?

2. What is the deeper meaning as seen in the cross of Jesus, cf. I Peter 1: 18-20? Why do you think that
Jesus’ death occurred at the time of the Passover?

3. What was the Old Testament significance of the lamb, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs?What
were the people to remember?

4. What is the shadow picture of the Old Testament Passover as it relates to Jesus?

a. What does the Passover lamb picture for us? (1 Peter 1:18-19)
b. What does the unleavened bread picture? 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

5. When we celebrate communion, what are we to remember?

6. It is important to stress that this Old Testament salvation act of God pointed to a greater salvation act in
the death of Jesus. We understand the Sacrament of the Altar better against the backdrop of the
Passover Meal.

PASSAGES

These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.

Lower
John 1:29 - Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Middle any of the above and...
1 Peter 1:19 - You were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.

1 Corinthians 5:7 - Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us.

Upper any of the above and...

1 Peter 1:18-19 - Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

1 Corinthians 11:24-25 - Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you, do this in remembrance of
Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

HYMN CHOICES

“O Christ, Thou Lamb Of God” (TLH #147)
“Lamb Of God, Pure And Holy” (TLH #146)
“The Day Of Resurrection” (TLH #205:1)
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