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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3

Jesus reveals the nature of the Kingdom of God to Nicodemus.
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The Story

What do you think a kingdom is? 
What would it be like to live in a palace?

Well, people in Jesus’ time thought
that Jesus had come to live in a palace
and have a kingdom on earth.  But Jesus
came for a different reason and His
kingdom was not in any place we could
visit or see.  In our story today,  Jesus shows
Nicodemus what the Kingdom of God is
really like.

Jesus went to Jerusalem for the
Passover celebration.  Many saw the
miracles He had done and believed in
Him.  There was a Pharisee in Jerusalem
named Nicodemus.  He went to see Jesus
at night.  Nicodemus was afraid to be seen
with Jesus because most of the Pharisees
did not like Jesus.  Nicodemus said to
Jesus, “We know you are a teacher who
has come from God.  No one can do these
miracles you do unless God is with him.”

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless a
man is born again he cannot see the
Kingdom of God.”  

Nicodemus did not understand what
Jesus meant.  He asked, “How can anyone
be born when he is old?  He cannot go
back into his mother’s womb and be born
a second time, can he?”

Nicodemus was right when he said
he couldn’t be born again from his mother. 
Jesus wasn’t talking about that kind of
birth.  He told Nicodemus, “No one can
enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born
again of water and the Spirit.”  Jesus was
talking about baptism when he said, “born
of water and the Spirit.”   

We are “reborn” or born again as
God’s child when we are baptized. 
Through baptism, God the Holy Spirit, uses
God’s Word to make people into believers. 
Once they believe that Jesus died to take

away their sins, they are, “born again.”  This
is Jesus’ Kingdom.  He lives and rules in our
hearts by the power of His Word.

Nicodemus still did not understand
what Jesus was trying to teach him.  Jesus
reminded Nicodemus how God told Moses
to raise a bronze snake on a pole in the
wilderness.  When the people who were
bitten by the poisonous snakes looked at
the bronze snake, God promised they
would not die.  The people looked to the
snake and were saved from dying.

In the same way, Jesus was going to
be put up on the cross so that He could die
to pay for the sins of the world.  “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16)   

Everyone who looks to Jesus and
believes He is the Son of God who died for
the sins of the world, will be saved from the
poison of sin.  We may die on earth, but
through faith in Jesus we will not die
forever in hell.  All who believe in Him will
live with Him forever in Heaven!

Jesus made me a part of 
His Kingdom by baptism 

and the Spirit.
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Activity One - Color and cut out the
pictures and doorknob hanger below. First
glue the cross to the hanger and then
glue the world on top of the cross.

John 3:16 -  For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever

believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.
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Activity Two - Break the SECRET CODE that tells how we are made part of God’s
Kingdom.

A B D E F H I N O P R S T W

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
2 4 2 9 11 8 9 5

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
14 1 13 4 11 1 8 3

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
13 6 4 12 10 7 11 7 13

Passages
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever

believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:5 - Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

Hymn - TLH #245 v. 1, 4

God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save.
That all who would in Him believe,
Should everlasting life receive.

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.
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Activity Three - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE below. Use the Word Box for the
answers. 

ACROSS
2.  Jesus told Nicodemus to be born of

water and the ___.
4.  Who died so we might enter God’s

Kingdom?
6.  We have ___ life through faith in Jesus.
8.  Through this we are born again and

made a child of God.
9.  Who put the bronze snake on a pole in

the wilderness?

DOWN
1.  The job Nicodemus had.
3.  For what celebration did Jesus come to

Jerusalem?
5.  The ___ of God is in our hearts.
7.  Who came to see Jesus?

Prayer
Dear God, 

Send Your Holy Spirit to us. Jesus
come, as You came to Nicodemus and
show Yourself to us as the Promised Messiah. 
Thank You for having made us Your children
by baptism and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
May we learn that You so loved us that we
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
Be with us today and always as we learn of
You, the Triune God.  Amen.
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